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The City is Changing 


The publiealiou of this inaga- 
£111 e tvotild not have been pos¬ 
sible without Uie foresight and 
dedication of a number of peo¬ 
ple* Tliat's esjiecially true in the 
case of Susan Zwar\Tli, whose 
VLsicm and conmiitinentbotli as 
a builder and now as the presi¬ 
dent of Mondovi Puhlishing, 
demonstrate her dedication to 
die home building community, 
and to die future of die vibrant 
city of Saskatoon. We woultl also 
es|)ecially like to acknowletlge 
die organizational and creative 
work of Darrell Noakes, who 
contributed the bulk of the writ¬ 
ing and photography for this is¬ 


sue, and mobilized Ids comsid- 
erabie contacts in the city, in- 
eluding the City of Saskatoon 
administration, who lias been 
generous in dieir supjiort t)f our 
efforts. Tills issue also demon¬ 
strates the exjiert craftmaiisbip 
of Dona Siurmaiiis, our senior 
editor, who commissioned and 
edited die features and depart¬ 
ments diat appear here. Maga¬ 
zines, in order to reach dieir fiill 
potential, are collaboradve en- 
tei|>rLses,and tlie team jmt 
togedier for diis one is tesdinent 
to dieir skills and ex|jerdse. 

Most importantly, it is the 
builders, developers, designers 


and suppliers wdiose work 
graces die city, and dicse |>ages, 
dial make it possible for uh to 
celebrate the quality' hoines diey 
liave created, Tlie>- are In large 
[)art the reason that Saskatoon 
is gaining a reputadon (or break¬ 
ing the boundaries of' design, 
and creating exciting, innovadve 
and enviroimientalk sensitwe 
homes and landscapes. The 
magazine exists to sbiM-case diis 
work and present it to residents 
as wtII as the many families 
choosing to relocate here. 

In the issues of Saskatoon 
Home w'e will be publisliing 
ov er die coming years, we in¬ 
tend celebrate die ideas, work, 
and results of ilie best design 
ami construction companies, as 
well as the sendee comiianies 
that support the builder and 
renovator industrj^ We ask you 
to support our efforts, and diose 
of the advertisers who grace 
diese pages. 

Tliis issue focuses on die ex¬ 
citing new' developments that 
are reshaping die dowmtowii of 
Saskatoon and how' die ridiness 
of the past is influencing die vi¬ 
sion of die future. 

We sincerely welcome your 
comments on the stories we 
jjresent and we invite you to 
suggest future ideas and projects 
diat should be coveretl 

Robert MacDoriakI 

Publisher, Etlitor, Designer 
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City Presents 
2008 Heritage 
Awards 


Saskatoon city couitcil hon¬ 
oured seven winners of the 
2008 Munieijial Heritage 
Awards February Tlie 
aw'ards, preseiUeti ever)' two 
acknowledge tlieeflorts of 
those wlu) preiierv'e and restore 
local historical proj>erties. 

‘-Tlie Heritage Aw-ards en¬ 
sure the preservation and resto¬ 
ration of buildings of heritage 
value in our coiimiunity,’’ said 
municipal heritage advisory 
comiiiiueechairJo.Hepli-Micliel 
Fortier, ”Tlie V'olunteer Award 
recognizes an individual well 
know'll in botli die heritage com¬ 
munity and in Saskatoon for 
their zealous efforts to preserv e 
and protect our built heritage 
and to enrich Saskatoons herit¬ 
age profile.'^ 

Winners: 

Adaptive Reuse: 

■ MFD Wardrouse Restoratbns 
/ T Eaton Warehouse Condo¬ 
minium, 211 Avenue D South 
(James D. Zimmer Architect) 

■ Sottomley House, 1118 
College Drive (Dennis and 
Louise Coates) 

Infill Private Residence: 

■ Gaudet Residence, ^004 Duke 


Street (Ted and Susan Gaudet) 
Infill Public/Commercial; 

■ The Hideaway, 32011 th 
Street East (AAeridian Develop¬ 
ment Corp.) 

Heritage Spaces: 

■ Market Square, Southwest 
comer of 19th Street and 
Avenue A (Stantec Consulting 
Ltd.) 

Honorable Mention: 
Restoration-Exterior Public/ 
Commercial: 

■ Woolworth Building, 22021st 
Street East (James D. Zimmer 
Architect) 

I Villagk) Complex, 703 -719 
14th Street East (Meridian 
Development Corpd 
Heritage Award for Volun¬ 
teer Public Service; 

■ Dianne Wilson, for her long¬ 
term dedication and commit¬ 
ment to the cause of heritage 
preservation. 

■ CITY OF SASKATOON 


Gustin House to 
be Designated 
Heritage Property 


As part of Heritage Weelc Feb¬ 
ruary' L8 to 22, the Saskatch- 
ew'an govemmeut auiiouitced 
it will formally designate the 
Gusdn I louse, located at 512 
10th Street East, provin¬ 
cial heritage projierly. 

The Gustin House was die 


lumie and studio of Dr. Lycll 
Gustin, a renowned music 
teacher and founding memljer 
of the Saskatchewan Registered 
Music Teachers’ Association 
who taught for more tliaii hO 
years. Tlie Lyell Gustin Piano 
Studios became knowm nation¬ 
ally and inieniationally for mu¬ 
sical excellence. 

The designation Iriclutles the 
Trounce I louse, the oldest sur¬ 
viving structure in the city. Tlie 
Trounce I louse originally xstood 
at the fkint of the lot. but was 
mov'ed to die rear and converted 
to a garage when Gustin House 
W'as built in 1920. 

The Gustin House and the 
Trounce House w'ere desig¬ 
nated as a municipal heritage 
property in 1989. ■ govkkn- 

MENT OF SASKATCHtlVAN 


CMHC Predicts 
18 percent Hike 
in Home Values 


A report from Canada Mort¬ 
gage and Housing Corpora¬ 
tion (CMHC) predicts dtat 
Saskatoon^s resale housing 
prices VI ill be the hipest in dte 
province, rising by 18 percent 
in 200H.T!ie CMI 1C first quar¬ 
ter I lousing market outlook re¬ 
port, released February 4, 


[inijects dial selling prices will 
reach an average of$275,000 for 
the year. By 2009, tlie average 
price of a resale home could 
reach $297,500. 

Province-wide, average house 
prices are predicted to jump 26 
l>er cent to $220,000 iliis year 
and a hirdier eigllt jjcr cent to 
$258,000 in 200fh Last year, die 
average resale price increased 32 
per cent to $174,000 on de¬ 
mand and investment dollars. 

Saskatchewan’s strong hous¬ 
ing demand in 2007 was attrib¬ 
uted to steady economic 
growdi, a lieaUliy employment 
situation and gains in net niigra- 
tion, the report noted. Total 
housing starts reached f),007 
units in 2007, the highest lev'el 
in 24 years. However, CMHC 
expects escalating costs will 
push liousing starts dowTi to 
5,600 units in 2008 and 5,.300 
in 2009. The average Multiple 
Listing Service (MLS) price in 
Saskatchewan will rise by ,31.7 
per cent during 2(K)7,2(L4 per 
cent in2008 and 8.2percent in 
2009, the rejKiri noted. 

Nationally, existing home 
sales are forecast to reach about 
520,000 units in 2007, a 7.6 per 
cent increase over 2006. In 
2008 the level of MLS sales is 
ex[>ected to fall by 3.9 jier cent 
to 499,650 units, wliile 2009 
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Will see an additional decrease 
to 48HJ0{KGniwtli in die aver¬ 
age MLS price has retnained 
high at 10.6 jier cent in 2007, 
mainly because of continued 
strong price pressures in Cana¬ 
da’s western provinces. How¬ 
ever, as most resale markets 
move toward more balancetl 
conditions, growdi iti average 
MLS price is forecast to slow to 
5.2 per cent in 2008 and 3.8 per 
cent in 2009. 

■ CANADA MORTGAGE A.Ml 
HO L SI \G COR POR All O N 


f ■ . -.. 1 


Saskatchewan 
Housing Market 
to Lead the 
Nation in 2008 


Saskatchewan will set real estate 
records this year, liousing mar¬ 
ket anaK*sts predicteil at Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corpo¬ 
ration’s (C.MI IC) Saskatchewan 
Housing Outlook Conference 
held at Saskatoon’s Radisson 
11 otel in February'. S jieakers and 
conference participants dis¬ 
cussed the economic, demo- 
grapliic ami financial factors af¬ 
fecting Saskatchewan’s housing 
markets over the next year. 

“Fuelled by one of die strong¬ 
est economies in Canada, Sas“ 
kaichewan housing markeLs can 


look forward to another excep¬ 
tional performance this year,” 
said Richard Corriveau, re¬ 
gional economist for CMHC. 
“Resale transactions are ex¬ 
pected to set a new' record in 
2008, wiiile new' home starts 
will he among die Inkiest in 25 
y^ears. This rapid pace ofaedv- 
ity will continue to exert iijiw ard 
[iressure on prices.” 

“Price growth in the prov¬ 
ince’s new' and resale markets 
should lead the nation over the 
next few' years,” he said. 
Corriveau cautions tliat “price 
escalation will take its toll on 
demand in 2009, leading to a 
slight decline in starts and 
sales.” 

“Look for anodier strong ysear 
of new' housing construction in 


hodi Regina and Saskatoon for 
2008,” say's Paul Caion, senior 
market analy*si for Saskatch¬ 
ewan. “Builders lia^'e the largest 
number of units now under con¬ 
struction in decades and will be 
rushing to complete them so 
that home huy^ers can move in. 
On tlie resale sitle. listings re¬ 
main at all-time low's and strong 
demand persists, suggesting 
rapidly escalating prices in bodi 
2008 and 2009,” Caton sa^s. 

The conference also featured 
discussions on the rental market 
an d c 011 do in i nium convers lo n 
trends in Saskatchew'un. 

■ CANADA mokt(;a(;k am> 
HOUSING CORPtlRAllON 
SASKAl'CHKWAN 
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Saskatchewan 
Breaks Record 

Leads Nation in 
Building Permits 


If Saskatchewan^^ c<nistruc‘^ 
tion sites seem busier than 
ever these days^ new figures 
indicate why. 

Saskaidtewaii led all provinces 
in residential construction 
growtli and overall construction 
grovvdi in 2007, according to a 
report issued by Statistics 
Canada in February, Overall 
coustructitm growtli rose 42 per 
cent in tlie past year, while resi¬ 
dential constmctlon gn^wth was 
op by an astoiiishing 74 per 
cent. In comparison, New'- 
foundland and Labrador had 
the sea>iid highest increase in 
residential amstruction at just 
30 per cent 

Premier Brad Wall said the 
new figures show’' that Saskatcli- 
ew'an’s economy continues to 
gain strengtli and tliat Saskatch- 
ew'an jjeople are benefiting from 
the economic momentum. 

'^Tlie residential construction 
growtli shows tliat families are 
building new homes and the 
commercial cfin struct ion 
growdi sliows that business are 
expanding and creating new 
jobs in onrprovinceWall said. 
“Both are clear signs diat Sas- 
katchew'aii is on a roll.’’ 

In December alone, the total 
value of building permits I lit a 
record high of $217 million, an 
increase of 83 jier cent over 
November and the largest 


mondi-over-mondi increase of 
any [irovince, 

“Building pennits and the 
capital imnestment required are 
signs of a strong and grow^'ing 
economy and confidence in the 
future ” Wall said, “Our govern¬ 
ment is c(nnmitted to sustaining 
a positive economic climate and 
continuing our economic mo- 
nientum,” ■ GOVtRXMKJsi of 

SAxSKAlCHEWA?! 


Saskatoon 
Drops Among 
Affordable 
Places To Live 


Saskatoon^s ranking in an 
annual stirvey of alTordable 
places to live across the globe 
has taken a dive, as recently 
reported. 

Tlie Fourth Annual Demo- 
graphia I lousing ARbrdaliiiity 
Survey, released January' 28, 
ranked 227 cities in Canada, 
die U.S., Australia, New' Zea¬ 
land, Britain and the Republic 
of Ireland by comparing resi¬ 
dents’ incomes and housing 
prices. 

Last yearis survey (bund 
Saskatoon the 15th most al- 
ibrdable city of those ranked. 
This year, its position plum¬ 
meted to No. 77 ontlie list, tied 
with Limerick, Ireland, w'idi 
house prices rising to about 
3.5 times a famih'’s gross in¬ 
come. 

Tlie surv'ev' ccmsiders homes 
in the urban centres aflbrdable 
if the city’s median house [irice 


is less than three yiears’ median 
income. 

That positions Saskatoon as 
die 1 Idi least affordable Cana¬ 
dian city, making home ow'ner- 
sliiji fiirtlier out of readi tlian 
in Ottawa* Quebec City, Hali¬ 
fax or Winnipeg. 

Tlie ranlutig bumps Saska¬ 
toon from “aflbrdable’* to w'el! 
down die list of “moderately 
una fiord able” places. 

Statistics Canada rqiorted 
Saskatchewan as having tlie 
greatest year-to-year increases 
in house prices in Canada. 

In 2007, die price of an av¬ 
erage Saskatoon house lose 50 
])er cent, selling for an average 
$250,000. 


House prices lieing too ex- 
])ensive tor die av^erage resident 
is bad news, the surv'ev' jjoints 
out. 

“Tliese liiglier costs Iiave se¬ 
rious social implications,” the 
audiors write. “In tlie markets 
where extraordinary inflation 
lias occurred, living standards 
are not likely to be sustainable. 
Further, many ethnic-minority' 
households, with their gener¬ 
ally bwer incomes are likely to 
find the dream of home ow'n- 
ership put out of reach.” 

Home ownership, on the 
otlier hand, creates wealdi, 
greater thiancial security and 
i r 1 d e]) ei id ei ice* the aiitl lo rs say. 


f. ADvantage 
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The Beauty of 
Restoration 

Updating the Look 
of an Old Home 
through Professional 
Renovation 

if you\e ever ihou^lil af reiia- 
vatinj5 your home, you prob¬ 
ably liavc aloiijr|i<iior€luiu|;;es 
you want to make* Yet, it^i^eusy 
t(j overlook the character that 
drew you to where you live in 
the first place. Renovating can 
aliow^ you to ujKlate, while keef>- 
iiig your domicile’s personality. 
If previous renovations have 
changed its appearance, it’s 
never too late to bring back the 
original look and charm, 

Dave Aiiderchek is [^resident 
of J.A.B.A. Construction Lim¬ 
ited. W^ith nearly .^0 years’ ex¬ 
perience in Saskatoon, 
Andercliek knows wliat home¬ 
owners w'ant, wlietlier it’s for 
construction or renovation ()ur- 
poses: advice and direction, 
,Anderchek prefers to meet 
homeowners at tl^eir residences, 
where they can describe wliat 
they want to accomplish with 
their reiim'ation. Working over 
a series of meetings, die renova¬ 
tor and homeomier pin[>oint 
the areas of the liouse to be u[>- 
dated anti work on a design for 
the project 


“Anytime you do a renovation, 
you still want to maintaiti die 
look or st}'le of diat home,” he 
says. “You can always maintain 
the character of a home.” 

Often, if s necessary^ to match 
existing features of die house, 
sucii as trim or sills, Somedmes, 
c as to 111 millwoTt is nettled, 

“When [ did the renovadon 
to the ciiurdi in Stanley Mis¬ 
sion, we had to keep thecharac- 


Construction of an addition expanded 
the basement and main floor of this 
character home, letting generous 
natural light through fhe skylights and 
wi ndows. Photograph by Perry Van 
Dongen courtesy of J AB. A. 
Construction. 

ter of the existing structure,” 
says Andercliek. “I had to make 
and do all kinds of stuff that I 
did riglit on site to matdi wdiat 
was in the exisdng church that 
was built in the 1800s” 


“A lot of hoineomiers want 
dieir wails knocked out to make 
wide open areas ” he saj's.'lf it’s 
an older home, diey probaldy 
hold u|> tlie floor upstairs. Ifit’s 
a single-storey home built in die 
.5Os and early 6'Qs and they w'ant 
to knock out a wall between 
dieir kitclien and Ihnng n)om, 
chances are it’s a supporting 
w^all diat holds the roof up ” 

Tliat means getting a struc¬ 
tural engineer to assess die load- 
bearing components of the 
house, then having design draw¬ 
ings made before any work is 
done, 

“We still maintain the diarac- 
ter anti aestliedcs of die lunne ” 
says Andercliek, “but the home- 
owners have their wide open 
area.” 

For some residential nenova- 
tiori projects, an amliitect can 
bring out a house’s character. 

I leney K! j|>ak is one of die i>rin- 
ci[>als of Klypak Rusick Archi¬ 
tects ill Saskatoon, On many t)f 
the [imjects he’s been called in 
to w'ork on, his main challenge 
is to restore a home dial Itwks 
“out of place.” 

“Tliis is one I did many years 
ago,” Klyjiak say^s, referring to a 
collection of photograpalis on 
his tlesk, “I w^as hired to make 
this dling (letter, make it blenil 
in witli the rest of the neigh- 








bourhood ” Tl^e home in die 
photo has an ungainly addition 
and mismatched siding. 

Anotlier picture shows a 
home tliat matclies the style of 
other buildings in the neigh- 
bourliood. 

''Tliat’s wliat it turned out to 
be. Tliis is basically the satne, 
but changing the materials, 
changing the windows and re¬ 
working the front entrance 
made It a lot more desirable. I 
received a municijial heritage 
award for diis one 

“One of die diings arcliitects 
bring to die table, is die process 
in working with die client,” he 
says. go dirou^i a process 
to help extract wliat their life- 
stjie is all about, wliat they do, 
how they live, what diings diey 
do most in their liome. We base 
it on funcdoii ” 



Above: The main floor was opened up 
by removing the wall between the 
kitchen and dining room, then a freshiy 
designed kitchen was created. 
Photograph by Perry Van Don^n 
courtesy of JAB. A Construction 

Left: Lindsay Fuchs ar>d Dave 
Anderchek of J.A,6,A. Construction. 
The company brings more than 20 
years of fenovaCon e)tperier>ce to the 
Saskatchewan market. 


“We diink about how die fur¬ 
niture is iald out in diat sjiace. 
We think about the view, tlie 
lighting, window plactmenl, die 
overall feel oftlie liome 
Kly[)ak also says an architect 
will heE[> die owner find a axn- 
t met or to complete the renova¬ 
tion project and perfbnn inspec¬ 
tions so that the qualiw is up to 
par. 

Whatever your renovation 
prtiject, it pays tt> have pmfes- 
sionals do tlie w'ork. ■ 
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Sibling Sales 
Sensation 

Brothers Typify 
Saskatoon's Fresh 
Realty Approach 

Gregg and Ryan Bamford^ 
knnwn professionally as The 
Bamford Brothers, are shaw^ 
ing how youthful exuheraiiee 
and hard work can open a lot 
of doors for young profession¬ 
als. Wlien Greggjoitied Re/Max 
two years ago- lie was one of the 
youngest realtors in Saskatoon. 
Since then, many otlier young 
people have followed his lead, 
including his bnttlier Ryan w^io 
recently came on htjarth 

''Being a realtor seemed like a 
great fit. I've always enjoyed 
helping people, and tl>e lifestyle 
tliat comes witli tlie job fits my 
personality,” says R\'an. ’‘It’s a 
lot of hard work, but it’s always 
w'ordi it at tlie end of tlie day, I 
never have trouble going U> w’ork 
each morning, and 1 dunk tfiat 
sajTi a lot” 

Gregg echoes die sendnients 
of liis brotlier. ''We have a lot of 
fiin vvitli our work,” sa^^-s Gregg. 
“And really, there is no better 
time than now u> be heading 
down this padi in our city,” 
Saskatoon Is undeniably on its 
way to becom ing a vibrant West¬ 
ern Canadian metropolis* A 


booming economy is lielping to 
moqih die once humble tow^n 
into an urban centre full of cul¬ 
tural diversity'catering to die life¬ 
styles pung professionals crafve* 
New' restaurants, arndo con¬ 
versions, and upscale loft devel¬ 
opments are some of die diings 
happening in Saskatoon right 
now. wliich seemed foreign to die 
community' not loo long ago, 

“A lot of our clients are mov¬ 
ing liere from odier big cities, 
and other provinces,” says 
Gregg. “And it’s really nice to see 
people start to recognize the 
value of Saskatoon- \Wre com¬ 
peting w ith a lot of odier jilaces 
to Iwe ri^it now, and it’^S excit¬ 
ing to experience diis kind of 
grow'di wiien we struggled to 
kee|> people at home for so long” 
Tfiese changes liave made 


(lurchasing homes difficult for a 
lot of liome buyers in many ways, 
Gregg and Rj'an are profession¬ 
ally tledicated to helping jieoijle 
prepare tliemselves to buy in 
sucli a competitive market. 

“It’s an intricate process. We 
spend a lot of time widi our cli¬ 
ents finding out exactly wdiat 
drey need and planning ways to 
hel[> tliem get it,” says Ryan, 
“It’s important \vt* build strong 
relationsliipswidiourclienLs* If 
diey’re ha|>jty, we’re liaiip):” 

On die flip side, dlere are a lot 
of diings |>eople need to keep in 
mind when selling their houses. 
Wliile selling properties may 
seem a lot easier now than in die 
past, Gregg feels people need to 
recognize tliat it is still a very 
competitive market. 

“It’s importam tliat people 


seek die riglit professional advice 
before selling their projierty. 
Otherw ise it’s very easy for tliem 
to miss out on capturing die top 
value of tlieir liome.” 

Having been brouglit up in 
Saskatoon, tlie brmhers are ea¬ 
ger to see die city succeed in iLs 
long term grow'th. They are 
committed to helping people 
share in everytliing Saskatoon 
has to offer. With tlieir profes¬ 
sional skills and experience, diey 
w-ant to bridge die gap between 
buyers and sellers to make the 
process comfortable for both in 
a changng market 

“We’ve w'orked hard to get 
wdiere W’e are. We might he 
young now; but we’ll be meedng 
our clients’ needs for years to 
come” 

■ KlUC MONTCOMEKV 
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Rethinking the 
Kitchen 

Updates that Won't 
Sink Your Budget 

The kitchen is the new show¬ 
room of the home. Not only is 
it where food preparation takes 
place, but it's where [>eo[>le like 
t() congregate. 

There are a few things you 
can do yoursell' in your kitchen 
to make it more stylish and in¬ 
viting vvliile also acliieving die 
best bang for your buck. Here 
are some ideas as suggested by 
Leslie Segreie of IITi iU Werr 
Ottf and TnadingSfHiCfs, 

Freshen the Flooring 

Tliere are a varieh' of easy-to- 
inslall. inesqieri sive and great- 
looking flooring materials av ail- 
able. Laminate floors offer looks 
tliat replicate wotxl grains, natu¬ 
ral stones and tile, and are eas¬ 
ily installed in large sections. 
Engineered hardwotHi flooring 
is also a great choice for a 
kitchen since it can stand up to 
w'ear and tear and moist envi¬ 
ronments. Plus, writh new, inno- 
vati^'e locking systems, diis can 
be an easy DIY project. 

Complement the 
Cabinets 

U|xlatiiig your cal^ineLs can be 


the ideal starting point for a 
fresh iiKik. Begin by removing 
ail tlie cabinet dtiors, drawers 
and hardware. For soUil wootl 
cabinets, strip, satid, repair and 
clean the wood to create a clean 
surface. Tlien. apply a new stain 
and ureiliane top coat. For a 
completely different look, re¬ 
place die cabinet doors tor a re¬ 
freshing style. Laminate or 
wood veneer cabinets can eas¬ 
ily be ujKlated with a Fresh coat 
of paint. For die final Ujiich, re- 
[>lace your knobs and drawer 
pulls with new’, updated fin¬ 
ishes. 

Accessorize at the 
Sink 

Installing a new^ faucet can add 
updated style and enhanced 
functionality. Faucets today 


pR&shty Plained wood cabinets add 
efegance to a contemporary kitchen. 
Photo courtesy News Canada. 

come in a wiealdi ofdesigns. \ou 
limy w'ani to add one of die most 
popular sMes, a liigli-arc faucet. 
Tills style offers practical ease 
for tasks such as filling large |>f>ts 
or pitchers and its prominence 
makes it a design focal jK>int. Or 
you may W'ant to lr>' a highly 
functional pullout fauceU Fea¬ 
turing multiple sprav' settings at 
your fingertips, these faucets 
make eve r\t I ling from w^atering 
[dants to cleaning veggies a 
breeze. 

Creating Lovely 
Lighting 

Accent your current lighting 
with stylish, new' pieces. Swap 
out tlie basic light fixture from 


above your kitchen table wndi a 
beautiful cimndelier for a great 
Focal [>oint. To aid in tasks,pen¬ 
dant tights can be added aliove 
prep areas to liiglUight the spots 
you use most often. For an am¬ 
bient glow, vintage w’all sconces 
work v^ell as a great addition to 
an OUl-World kitclieii or con¬ 
trast in a modern kitchen. 

^‘With these updates,” says 
Segrete, '^your kitchen w'iU soon 
he transformed and youll have 
die satisfaction of knowing tliat 
you did it yourself and widiout 
spending a fortune ” 

Add the 
Latest Kitchen 
Accessories 

Stylish extras give your guests 
the impression they have 
stepped into a gourmet 
kitchen, even if you'^re not a 
gourmet chef. 

Kitchen Aids 

Make a dramatic statement widi 
commercial-grade cooking 
tools. Add a liearth-sione oven 
to make wood-fired pizza and 
artisan breads in your ow’n 
kitchen. For extraordinary 
roasting, look to a commercial- 
style rotisserie for delicious 
duck, bml> or cliicken. Or, since 
gourmet chefs seldom do the 
heavy lifting when cooking up 
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their eclectic cuisine, atld a pot 
filler that maun Is to tlie wall 
above your cook top or rangp. 
Tliis handy appliance can ex¬ 
tend up to two feet to deliver hot 
or cold water directly into your 
pots and pans. Wlien it’s not in 
use. the pot filler folds neatly 
against the wall for an uniler- 
stated, yet upscale, UmjL 

See Double 

Two is altvavs better dtan one. 
And now' tlie double oven, long 
a sta|>ie in gourmet kitclterLS, has 
gijne higli-tecli. New turbo ovens 
art a^'ailable dial use (breed air 
and microwave tech no log)' for 
sign!ficandy quicker cooking* 
And seeing double also 
means double^duty conven¬ 


ience, Install a drawer dish¬ 
washer in your islatul prep sta¬ 
tion for quick clean-up, while 
your main dishw'asher th>es the 
lieav'y-duiy work Add w^anning 
or refrigeration draw'ers to aid in 


Potfilters are extendable faucets that 
can be folded against a wall when not 
in use. Photo couftesy News Canada. 

die food preparation process, 
too, and added convenience will 
be just an amfs length 


Wine Not? 

The ideal tem|>eralure for wbie 
storage is 10 to 13 degrees Cel¬ 
sius, w'kh moderately damp and 
dark conditions. Since most 
kitcliensare designed to be wel¬ 
coming and cheery, you may 
want to consider adding your 
own wine cellar. As a stand¬ 
alone rrnim that can hold up to 
51)0 botdes, or a smaller refrig¬ 
erated unit that preserves 10, 
there are a host of options to 
keep )TjQr wane collection easily 
accessible and perfectb stored. 

New optitms, new products 
anti new' luxurious products 
ensure that the sky is die limit 
wlien designing tlie gourmet 
kitclien ofyour dreams. 

■ tOURTESV' OF NEW S tlANADA 



APRIL23-MAY 17,2008 I TCU PLACE • SID BUCKWOLD THEATRE 

Tickets available al: I (306) 938-7800 „r {300)970-7328 I tkketmast^.ca 




Tickets also available al TCU Place Box Office 

till NH«cn I [l NIH I *.Mii 
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The Saskatoon 
Garden 

Of Planning, Edibles 
and Easy Care 

An ideal garden doesn’t hap¬ 
pen by accident - it takes vi¬ 
sion and rigorous plannings 
Just ask Betsy Rosenwald and 
her husband. John Penner. 

Tlieir Cit\^ Park home occu¬ 
pies a double lot, olTering die 
perfect property for a couple 
passionate about gardening. 
Reflecting a growing trend, die 
couple replaced much of their 
lawn witli trees, slirubs, peren¬ 
nials and walkways. 

more of a European gar¬ 
den concept,’’ she says. -‘Less 
yard and more IKing s{>ace. It’s 
a w'ork-in-progress tliat creates 
a Ining space for the sutimier.” 
Penner grew up on a Saskatch- 
ew'an famt Rosenwald in New' 
York City, Their approach to 
gardening couldn’t have been 
more differenL 

“I basically had a couple of 
plants in my ajiartment,” says 
Rosenwald. ^‘My husband is 
much more plant-savvy. lie’s 
more interested in drawing 
tilings out I have a more organic 
appniadt” 

She says if she and her lius- 
bantl were to create dieir garden 
from scratch again, the shrubs 


and trees would have been 
[)fanied first because tliey form 
the primar}' area around wliicli 
the rest of tlie beds can be 
[>lanned. 

Janet Wanner, ow'^ner of 
Saskatoon residential landscap¬ 
ing firm Gentle Earth Design 
Studio, stresses diat planning 
and designing your garden is 
iinportant. This lime of year - 
before the greenhouses o[>en - 
is a g|ood time to do it. 

you’re really oti top of’ it, 


w'inter is the best lime to do tliat 
planning. Brow’se gardening 
and seed catalogues during the 
cold months as well as the 
internet and local library', wiiich 
liav'e good resources for garden 
lovers. If yon didn’t do it tliis 
past season, plan to do so next 
year. 

But in the meantime, w^hen 
A[>ril ndls around in Saskaumn, 
die snow- has melteti and it’s a 
g^)od time to visualize how your 
garden w'ill look in the summer. 


A wef[ designed garden completely 
transforms a yard and comple¬ 
ments the home, Many Saskatoon 
homeowners are embracing trends 
for lower maintenance and greater 
enjoyment More families are 
using their gardens to entertain 
guests or to create a living space 
outdoors. A garden like this one In 
City Park doesn't have to happen 
overnight but planning is key to 
making It happen Photos by Betsy 
Rosenwald and John Penner. 

You’ll be able to make more aj>- 
projiriate choices when yon visit 
the greenhouses opening in 
May; 

If your garden plans include 
landscaping, it’s a good idea to 
find out w'here your under¬ 
ground services are located. 
Underground gas, water, sewer, 
electrical and telephone lines 
need to be marked before you 
start. 

You’ll need lime to make ar¬ 
rangements if ytmr plan identi¬ 
fies materials that need to be 
bmuglil in or W'ork that needs 
to contracted. Concrete and 
fencing contractors, for exam¬ 
ple, are in high demand. You 
won’t be able to plant until your 
landscaping is done, so you’ll 
need to book eark 

Ifyou w'aiii a professional de¬ 
signer 10 help plan your gjrden, 
it’s hel|>ful to f)rovide a surv'ey- 
or’s certificate, say's Wanner. 
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Top Trends 

Waiiner notices tliat fruit-bear¬ 
ing plants such as apj>le and 
clierr)^ trees, as well as raspljerrj' 
patches, are Ijccorning [HijHilar 
in 5iaskaloori gardens. 

■‘One trend that^s coming 
back is salad j^tdens,^’ she sa)'s, 
“A lot of people don^t liave a 
large j^itl and tliey don't want 
a whole garden, but the^^ w^ant a 
space in their yard for tliese,” 
People fond of barhecuing 
like tlie convenience of' a Fresli 
herb patch, whidi on easily be 
incorjK>rated into a flower bed. 

Tlie Saskatwm Horticultural 
Society notes the Saskatoon 
trend toward gardens tliat are 
easier to care for. 

“People don\ want to have to 
put a lot of work into tljeir gar¬ 



den,” says society president 
Angie Skiba, “I iliiiik more are 
going to a xeriscape [low w^ater- 
ing] t)l>e, w'luch is low’ mainte¬ 
nance” 

Skiba notices that inort per^- 
|>le are switcliing to jjerennlals 
because diey are easier to care for 
tlian annuals. Not otily do diey 
cut down on tlie maintenance in¬ 
volved. but also can reduce ex¬ 
pense, as annuals are getting 
pricey. 

Saskatoon homeow’ners are 
mm viewing girdens as outdtxjr 


extensions of their homes, a 
Nortli American trend. 

“Tliey are entertaining out¬ 
side in the summer months,” 
says Skiba, “So now' theyVe 
[jlanniug seating areas, jiatios 
and that sort of tiling” 

Contacts: 

Gentle Earth Design Studio 
owner Janet Wanner 
306 343.8594 

WWW. g ent leearth desi ^s .co m 
Saskatoon Horticultura! Society 
president Angie Skiba 


http: / / m em b ers, sh a w. ca/ 
sask ato on h ortsociely 
306. 242.2320 

Top Tip: Prepare your soil weP 
when planting or starting your 
gardens. 

Saskatchewan Perennial Society 

www14.brinkster.com/ 

saskperrennial 

The Gardener for the Prairies 
Magazine 

WWW. gardenermagazine.ca 
306.477.5593 















Rancilto's new Cla&se series machines, 
paired with a true artisan coffee such as 
Bean North achieves in espresso what 
audiophiles lust for in sound: clarity, 
depth and richness.'Hie Classes B DE 
uses electronic instead of mechani¬ 
cal boiler components to advance the 
accuracy of water temperatures while 
pulling espresso shots, resulting in a 
full, high fidelity expression of flavours 
unlike any machine in class. 
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Three Extraordinary Choices 
with Your Lifestyle in Mind 




Saskiitoon'ji first rcsidt’ntial golf 
conimiiJiit>^ provides a tuAurious 
lifestyle iti peaceful surroundings. 


A brand new west-side coniniunity 
(ifYering aiTordjililc hnujitng Optiuns. 


An inno>'ative master-planned 
commufiity introducing a range 
of housing choices. 
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Proudly Helping Shape Saskatoon’s Future 



DUNDEE 
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A Unique Combination of 
Orderliness and Individuai Charm 


Discovering a Dislina i New Saskatoon Style 



askatooii has a style Uial you 
can feel. It’s the only city tliat I chose - really ck4tse-to call home. Most of 
us don’t get to choose where we live. More often than not, our work dic¬ 
tates where w'e live; we move to where we can find a job or pursue a career. 


Many of us slay where wt grew uf>; 
we like die places that W'tre familiar 
to us when we were young, but tlie 
clioice was realh' our parents’. In fact, 
w'e do lend to Umk subconsciously 
for cities, neigliboorhoods and 
houses that resemble the places of 
our cliildhood- wherever we live. 
Sa skat mi II is very dissimilar to the 
B,C, soutlieni interior tow^i where I 
grew up, 

Tliat s not to say tliat jieopledon’t 
like where diey Uve. Of aiurse they 
do. Wliat I am saying is that some- 
tliing about Saskaition drew' tne here, 
something about this city tliat no 
other ciW" has. It’s a qualit>' tliat, un¬ 
til I began W'orkingon tlie stories for 
tills magazine, I could iiever quite [>ut 
my finger onJmt a quality that none- 
tlieless resonated stnnigly with me 


on a sunny August day nearly three 
decades ago. It’s a tjuality tliat too 
many of us take for granted. 

Fiuit iiii j)ressions are visual. Tliere 
was something about the way 
Saskatoon looked. The city liad a 
colieshneness and integration to it. It 
was easy to figure out where you w^ere 
and to find your way to other parts 
of die city. Here v\*as a city tliat liad 
avoided die endless, depressing 
s[>rawh leap-frog development and 
tlysfunctjonal growth diatwas char¬ 
acteristic of so many cities tliat I have 
lived in or visited. Tlie city had a style 
and vitality dial made it unique. 

As ISne learned in die years since, 
die attraction dial I saw in Saskatmni 
was not in my iniagiiiation and it W'as 
no accident. Since the 1950s, as a 
post-war generation came to grips 
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witli uiiprececlented mtes of urban 
and economic groHlli* SaskaUxin de¬ 
cided dial grt>vvtli a>iild be managed. 
By t!ie mid-1960s, tlie citv^ could be 
described as a leader in the concept 
of suburban development areas, 
[>lacing a strong empliasis on distinct 
neiglibourhoods and an orderly 
model of neighboudtood [banning. 
It meant that even* neighbourhood 
could nurture its owii sense ofcom- 
munity, as partofa larger coimnutiity. 
It’s a process tliat continue.s today. 

It Iielped, too. tliat we liad a land 
bank. Talk about making lemonade 
when life hands you lemons: prop¬ 
erty forfeited during die Great De- 
[^ression and otlier times ofbuHt, and 
more recently acquired dirougli pur¬ 
chase, has been used for directing 
future growth and development. 

Tlte prairie landscape must influ¬ 
ence our st>4e. Even' prairie city feels 
like it tfKik a big hreadi and stretched 
out its ariits; onh* Saskatoon Uiok a 
deeper breath and stretdied a little 
widen Our streets convey' a sense of 
ease and openness, all die better to 
see afid interact widi our built envi¬ 
ronment. Our built envimnment is 
one worth seeing We liave a beauti¬ 
ful dowiitow'n, bordered on die east 
and south sides by wilderness. Each 
neigllibourhtnKl has its own diarm. 
We liad the foresight to establish 
green space dirougliout tbedtv'. Still, 
it’s alw'ays gotxl to keep die diitigs we 
cherish w itltin our readi. Saskatoon, 
like other prairie dlies, lias a com¬ 
pactness to it. You know where tlie 
city ends. Not so, for most metrojMili- 
tan areas in North America, 


We’ve been fortunate to have re¬ 
tained much of our heritage and have 
continued to express our own style, 
Drrie - or better yet w'alk - around 
any neiglibourhood and you’ll see 
die many w'ay^s in wliicb citizens have 
Stam|)ed their individuality and 
carved out their oum vision. Sure, 
some are a little kitsclw, like bicyde 
wlieel w'hirligigs. But youdl also see 
gardens that tliumli their noses at 
conformity in other w'ays: landscaji- 
irig in liarmony with die prairie en- 
rimninent, backyard forests diat pro¬ 
vide a tranquil retreat from udjan life. 
It’s liard not to let your actions be 
constrained by amtemiMJrary'expec- 
tiitions - houses in most neighbour¬ 
hoods tend look pretty' much alike, 
in w'liate\'er style was jKipular at the 
time. Look closer, and you'll see out¬ 
standing examples of w-orkmanship, 
clearly the exjiression of the build¬ 
er’s individuality, as I did recently in 
die stone foundations of some early 
Nutana liomes. In e\-ery' neighbour¬ 
hood tliere are houses diat dispby a 
style tliat could only come from the 
owners’ toucli. 

We’re now' begriming to see diat 
stymie exfiressed in w^ys w’eVe never 
seen before in tins dly: the conver¬ 
sion of w'arehouses and old,disused 
buildings into vibrant tesidential loft 
suites; infill development diat shows 
remarkable ingenuity; a small but 
grow'ing trend toward individually 
designed homes. 

Our style defines Saskatoon. It’s 
what makes this city sliine. 

■ DARRELL NOAKES 




*** 
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How Turning the Old into the New 
Is Transforming Downtown 



ff all goes according to plan, Saskatoon's goal is to 
double the downtown residential population from 
5,000 in 1997 to 10,000 over 25 years. 


For iieariy a decad^^ Saskatoon’s ware¬ 
house dLslricI lias been <|uietiy ehangiiif;;* 
One of the dly’.s oldest iiulusti iai iieigti- 
liourlioods is now considered the ultimate 
location for development of fashionable 
residential lofts. Classic^ historicbmldings 
such as tlie Rmnely and Faidjanks-Morse are 
already exjieriencing diis exciting com-^er- 
sioii and others, like die city-owned John 
Deer and Ardiur Cr>ok, could foQow. 

On pajier. Saskat(X)u’s downtown is de¬ 
fined as the area soutli of 2rKh Street and 
east of Iddwyld Drive, witli the river |>ro- 
viding tlie eastern and stiuthern boundaries. 
Tlie warehouse district takes up die nordi^ 
west comer - south to 22nd Street and east 
to about 1st Avenue. 

Our mental map of an area does not usu¬ 
ally conforai to lines drawn on [)a[>er, how¬ 
ever. Radier, ifs based on liow we perceive 
them, such as jiersonal preference, experi¬ 
ence and practical use. In my mind, the her¬ 


itage ambience of die warehouse district ex¬ 
tends east and soutli tlirnugli the historic 
centre of downtown, and threads westward 
to Caswell J lill, including tlie comer of2'ktl 
Street and 2nd Avenue. Ttiis was at one time 
the centre of downtown, where the fomier 
Hudson’s Bay Store and King George Ho¬ 
tel are adding to die new and exciting resi¬ 
dential and business transformation. On my 
mental map, the area also includes tlie X 
Eaton Warehouse on Avenue D at 23rd 
Street. I don’t at all find il surprising tliat 
Saskatoon’s first loft conversions are taking 
place in diis area. 

""Our old industrial engine was acyacent 
to the railway,” says Alan Wallace, die City 
of Saskatoon’s manager of neiglibourhood 
planning. ”Tlie railway (lasses right tiirough 
Pleasant Hill and Caswell Hill. The railway 
w^s a sjiine. Everything grew otfof tliaL 

"Tlie warehouse district hatl more dian 
just warehouses. It had Factories. Ruinely 


built tractors diere. Wliat has been left be¬ 
hind is a cluster of these old. large, solid 
buildings. Ami tliey’ve been re-used 
thn>ughout the years. 

“Now, the demographic trend and the 
economic trend is to coiweri diese into resi¬ 
dential s|>ace. All across the country and in 
the United States, zoning codes liave been 
changed to allow diat to happen.” 

That includes Saskatoon, where more 
mixed-use ztiningcategfiries have eliminated 
and replacetl tlie old zoning. 

“Industrial meant no residential, so you 
couldn’t convert tlie Fairbanks-Morse, you 
couldn’t convert tfie Rumely.” says Wallace. 
“Now diat’s changed. Wt had to sliift our 
tliinking.” 

Tlie city ado()ted a “housing first” strat¬ 
egy, aimed at de\'eloj>ing a more compact 
urban form. This means flexible tleAeloji- 
inent stamlartls to allow conversion of des- 
Lgtiated heritage buildings into residential 
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units, encouragiiig liigh and niedluni den¬ 
sity inultijjleHinit dwellings to be located in 
and near the down town. 

At tlie moment, warehouse-to-l(i ft cimver- 
sions are attracting tlie most attention, but a 
wide range of housing styles is [)ossible, in¬ 
cluding mid-rise apartments and live-work 
coin^rsioiis in older warehouses or upper 
floors of commercial hulldirigs. For exam¬ 
ple. a series of these is set to start construc¬ 
tion tills summer on tlie south side of the T 
Eaton Wareliouse lofts, 

Otlier factors, referred to in the city’s 
downtown plan as rerlevelopment catalysts, 
w'ill also determine the neighhourhood’s fu¬ 
ture, Chief among tliese is the extension of 
25tli Street hetw^een 1st Avenue and 
Id)^wyld Drh e, w^iicli w'ill create more en- 
ir>^ points into the enigmatic neighbour- 
ho(xL paving the w^y for additional residen¬ 
tial and mixed-use develo[>ment north of 
24di Street. Tlie City Yards will liave to be 
moved or consolidated to make room* Anew 
ofl-street central platibnn transit terminal is 


being considered nearby. Design incentives 
will focus on conserv'bgand inteqiretiiigtlte 
heritag& flavour of tlie neighbourfiood. 

If all goes according to [)!an, Saskatooivs 
goal is to dtaihle tlie downtown residential 
jMipulatlon from 5*()l)() in 1997 to KKOOO 
over 25 years by stimulating the construc¬ 
tion of3,500 new units - al>out 140 per year. 
Much of it will take place in and adjacent to 
the w^arehouse district. Current develop¬ 
ments are adding 195 units dowiilowni and 
aiiotlier30 four blocks aw'ay at Casw'ell 1 lilL 

Tlie growing po[)uladon will create de¬ 
mand for new^ public amenities, such as 
pliyslcaland visual connections between tlie 
dowtitow^n and the river. Already, there’s talk 
that a grocer)' store and specialty food mar¬ 
kets could locate dow'nto wn to sen e diis new' 
residential jKj|>ulatlon, less tlian four years 
after Extra Foods on 3rd Avenue closed its 
doors (or lack of business, 

createil incentives to get develo])ers 
to think about [Hitting their next pmjea iti 
ilie downtown ” says Will ace* ‘‘We need to 


have peojjle living in tliose bmldings.’’Tliis 
could of course mean more street-level ac- 
tiv ity and an active neighbcHirluxxi, 

Towards a Vibrant 
City Core 

H eney Klypak of Klypak Ruskk ,\rchi- 
tects^ who designed Rumley Distinctive 
Lofls^ envisions the benefits of a larger 
down to wn [mpuladoit* 

'As s<)on as you get people living dow^i- 
towij* tlien tlie tlowmtow'n develoj)s a life of 
its own,” lie says* “You have more [Jeople, 
tliere are more restiiuriuits o|)etung* tlie night 
life becomes more active...! can see that in 
die area immediately around the Runiely and 
the Fairbanks. All of a sudden, diere’s going 
to he a concentration ofacdviw in tliis area.” 

Cordon Doell, president ofObasa Grxmji 
of Com[)anies, the development comjjany 
renovating Rumley Distinctiv^e Lofts, ob¬ 
served wWdi hLi[>[)ened to its twiiiJtRaLed in 
the heart of Wichita, Kansas. Like 
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Saskatoon’s warehouse district, WicJiita’s 
Old Town District contains a special conihi' 
n at io n of traditional warehou s e an d i ndu stri al 
buildings conveying tlie lustoric chaiacter of 
the past HM) years. Vancouver lias a similar 
district. Yalelown, an easy walk fr oni the cen¬ 
tre of the downtown—transformed into a 
trend}* urban cotmiiunitv^ of’resideritial, busi¬ 
ness. entertainment and services, and becom¬ 
ing one of city’s most desiiahle areas. 

“We are where Wichita was al>out 10 yeaui 
ago,” says Doell “We\e got a beautiful 
ckm'ntown. We’ve got tlie river downtown. 
We can definitely handle some increased 
population here.” 

Kad Miller of Meridian Development, die 
company lefiirbisliing the King George I la¬ 
te L speculates a bright future for downtown 
Saskatoon. 

“I sjiend a lot of lime in Vancouv er,” he 
says. “It’s my favourite city in tlie w'oritl - 
second to Saskatoon, of coun*e. The reason 
I love going to dtm^ntown Vancouver is be¬ 
cause diere are |ieople down tliere. It’s ex¬ 


citing to he around when diere’s lots of otlier 
[leople. Tliat’s what makes a dowiitowm ex- 
dtiiig.” 

Olstar Develo[>ments converted the old 
Fairbanks-Morse building to condomini¬ 
ums. Partner Peter Olson has already seen 
how the dev'elopment has transformed die 
neiglibourhood. 

^Now tliat we\e developed tliis place, 
there are people here, coming and going al 
all hours ” lie says. “Tlie more [develop¬ 
ment] tliat comes dow'n here, then die more 
attractive it’s going to lie.” 

Olson al so sees great [>otential in the 2r?di 
Street extension and die area aniund the City 
Yards."‘■'Tliatarea could ilourisliver}^ nicek,” 
he sav^s. 

The most striking visual changes to 
Saskatoon’s dow'ntown are occurring at 
street level Loft conversions don’t change 
our familiar skyline, but liglit in formerly 
dark spaces brightens aiul opens up tlie 
street—residential tlevelofiinenl in these 
buildings includes street-level retail and 


Aerial Photos taken by an employee d the City of 
Saskatoon Land Branch in 2007. Aerial photos 
courtesy of City of Saskatoon. 

conunercial development. Landscaping and 
odier street featui'es will draw attention to 
the area’s heritage cliaracter. 

''What you’re going to notice is actkitv' on 
the street,” says Wallace. “Wien the Bay is 
done and the King George is done, we esti¬ 
mate 400 to 500 ntw people will live at tliat 
location, 

“You’re probably giing to see some street- 
sea^ >e changes in the area, lots more activity 
and lights on at night. Tlie Bay used to be a 
big, solid huihling with no windows. Now-, 
it’s going to have w iiidows, light si lining out. 
Same diing widi tlie King George. It will 
change the appearance tliat w^y.” 

According to Wallace, diere’s i\m tilings 
you reniemher about a city - die airjjorts and 
the downtown, 

“You tion’t remember tlie Wal-Marts. You 
rememljer that the downtown liad a look’ 
to Lt.”B 
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Historic Department Store Transforms into 
High-ceiling Urban Residential Units 

2nd Avenue 


Those who always dreamed of Living in a 
departinenl slore are mm geltiug their 
chance. Tlie former Bay tlepartment store 
on 2ntl Avenue and 23rd Street lias been 
inoqjhed into 123 two-storey lofts - vvitli 
retail and coimnerdal sjiace on die lower lev¬ 
els. 

Tlie Hudson’s Bay Company originally 
purchased the former five-storey J* F, 
Cainis department store at tliis loeathm 
in 1922 and occupied it for many years. 
Constnictiou of a inodeni tlejiartment 
store “ die building currently on tlie site - 
began in 1959. It was burl tin two pliases: 
the noitli lialf first, joined to the Cainis 
building wliich was demolislied to make 
way for completion of tlie remaining lialfl 
The new store opened in I960. Tlie Bay 
operated it until moving into die former 

Photos left and right: Two-storey window openings, 
an addition at top and central skylight and atrium aie 
giving the old Hudson's Bay store at the corner of 2nd 
Avenue and 23nJ Street a new, cosrriopolitan kx>k. 

The newly renovated building will open as 2nd 
Avenue Lofts, containing 123 two-storey residential 
bft condominiums featuring 18-foot ceilings and 
open concept floor fians. 

Inset: The Hudson's Bay Store, with its modernist style 
and mosaic panels, has been a landmark in downtown 
Saskatoon since i960 The department store chain 
moved to Midtown Plaza I n 2000, but the building 
will re-open as 2nd Avenue Lofts later this year. 
Photograph PH934413 courtesy of Saskatoon Public 
Library, Local History Room. 


Eaton’s department store location in Mid- 
Uiwij Plaza ill 

Tlie empty structure was [iromotecL witli- 
out success, for use as a bookstore, a mone 
theatre, a new home for the ptiblic library: 
public sclif>ol board offices and a call cen¬ 
tre. However, by 2005, it had been pur¬ 
chased and construction w^as undenvay for 
a conversion to residential condo miniums. 
Edmonton architect Gene Dub, who has 
won awards for his loft conversions in otlier 
cities, designetl tlie architectural plain 


Tlie fornier de[>artjnent store’s exterior walls 
were opened to pennit installation of two- 
storey-tall wintlows* The interior escalator 
shaft was converted to a central skyUglit and 
atrium diat allow's natural light into tlie cen¬ 
tre of die building. 

Tlie 123 fw^o-storey ne\dy named 2rid 
Avenue Lofts range from 658 to 2500 
square feet. Suites feature 18-foot ceilings, 
coinnicrcial-sized w'indcm's, open concept 
floor [ilans, balconies and underground 
parking, ■ 
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Ingenuity and Imagination Preserve 
the Historic Character of the 



Brothers^ Meiiirad and Jacob Rumely 
founded llie M< & J< Ruinely Coitipatiy in 
Indiana in 183!^ and bewail producing 
tbresiiinginacliines and oilier farm imple¬ 
ments. 

Ill 1912- tlie company extended its op¬ 
erations into Canada, announcing diat it in¬ 
tended to construct a five-storey stiowroom 
and warehouse in Saskatoon, 

Tlie Runxely Company went into receiv- 
ersliip in 1915, re-establislied itself as die 
Advance-Rumely Tlireslier Cioiu[>anyi then 
was sold to All is-Chalmers in 1931. The 
Allis-Chalmers Rumely Company occupied 
the Saskatoon building until 19fi(). 

Since tlien. the structure, located at die 
comer of Pacific Avenue and 24tli Street, at 
times has stood vacant as a succession of 
companies occupied it. By tlie time the con- 

Photoopposite; The Rumely Building, at the 
southeast comer of Pacific Avenue and 24th Street, 
fs undergoing corweraon to luxury residential 
warehoLse loifts. The Rumley Distinctive Lotte ate 
scheduled for occupancy in the spring of 2009 
Restdential suites occupy the top four floors, with 
retail/ commercial space on the main floor. 

Inset: The Rumely Building shortly after 
completion The Rumely steam tractor company 
constmcted ib Saskatoon showroom and 
warehouse near downtown. Concrete slab floors 
almost a foot thick could support 650 pounds per 
square foot, Photograph All courtesy of the 
Saskatoon Public Libra^, Local History Room. 


dimiimuin c^HjverBion began, only the main 
fltior uBcd, 

The Rumely Builtling was designed by 
Chicago architectural firm Hill and 
Wiltersdorf. Winnipeg contractors Carter, 
I lall. Aldirxger completed die construction. 
Tlie floors, made of single concrete slabs at 
least nine iiiclies diick, could sup|x>rt 650 
jMXunds jxer square foot. On die main level 
tlie ceiling nose 1 fi feet overlieacL On the sec¬ 
ond, third and fourth floors, ceilings were 
12 feet liij^nTlie roof was slo[>ed inward for 
drainage, so diat the fifth floor ceiling of 15 
feet at die exterior walls decliiiecl to 1.3 feet 
at die centre of the building. Each floor was 
supported by distinctive columns. An eleva¬ 
tor, 12 X 25 feet, could lift two steam trac¬ 
tors together, weighing up to 60,000 
jKmnds, It was the largest freight elevator in 
Canada at die time of its construction, I lugt; 
windows on die main floor allowed plenty 
of natural liglit into the showniom and of¬ 
fices. Tliene is only one other building like 
it- a nearly identical Rumely wareliouse lo¬ 
cated in Wicliita, Kansas. Two years ago, tlie 
Wicliiia warehouse was converted to con¬ 
dominium lofes. 

The Saskatoon conversion, known as 
Rumley Distinctive Lofts (including ])lio- 
netic alteration of the (iriginal name), will 


consist of 24 warehouse units scheduletl to 
ojxen hy the s[>ring of 20(19 - two show suites 
\iill he reatly hy the end of March, 2008. 
Suites mnge from 1527 to 2350 square f eet 
on the upper four floors of the five-storey 
build lt:g. 

Eacli unit has high, exjxosed ceilings, at 
least 12 feet, giving die I wing sjxacean open 
quality. An addition on the south side of die 
building will accommtKlate sonic of the con¬ 
dominium s[>ace, us well as provide access 
to tlie basement parking area. Tliree of the 
fifth floor suites will have walk-up access to 
dietr own rooftop lofts vvidi private decks. 
Another rooftop terrace will be accessible 
to residents of odier suites in the bnildiixg. 
Tlie structure will retain its original en- 
liarices on tlie west sicle for t'ornmerdal ten¬ 
ants tin die main floor. Tlie fonner freight 
entrance is being converted to a secure pri¬ 
vate entrance lobby for oondtMiiitiium resi¬ 
dents. The development, inside and out, is 
designed to convey a disiinciive. elegant 
style tliat respects die heritage of the origi¬ 
nal building. 

’flt lias a lot of heritage value,” says I leney 
Klvpak, a [lartner in Klypak Rusick Archi¬ 
tects, who designed the Rumely lofts.‘‘It'^s 
unteHiched. It still letains all its original diar- 
acter and charm.” 
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Coiivertiiig the building tn lofts, wliile re- 
tabling the personality and lierltage oftlie 
original structure, took a bit oi imagination. 

■'Tlie building liad all the original win¬ 
dows still in place, whidi was good for a 
warehouse, but it didn’t meet die comfort 
necjuirenients of today’xS needs for a home,” 
says Kh'})ak, *‘'We had to re[>lace all the win¬ 
dows, At die same time, it was our intent - 
and I diiiik we \wrt successful - to repro¬ 
duce the windows in siicli a way diat diey 
mimic the styde of die windows that w^ere 
originally diere.” 

xAiiother cliallenge, says EGy^iak, w^as to 
find a w'ay to incor|iorate the distinctive lofts 
into die structure, 

Tti keep die six condtiminiums per JUnir 
an appnipriale size, thearcliitect had to de¬ 
sign a l(i-f(M>tatldition fi^r die south end, but 
to do so in a w^y diat would blend w'ltli tlie 
existing building. Tlie soudi w'all w'as in¬ 
tended as a temporary^ ^structure to permit 
future additions. 

"The design of the addition liad to be 
complementary^ to wdiat’s diere now',” lie 
says, ^You can try' to match exactly wliat’s 
there, but you carrt get the exact same brick 
- it’s just not a\'ailable. You can get a [>retty 


close colour matcli*” 

Instead, Klypak decided to contrast it.but 
reflect the cliaracteristics of tlie original 
building, siicli as in the muUions, the struc¬ 
tural elements tliat divide die window's. 

At ground level, the addition also helps 
conceal die ratii[}s and [irovide secure entry^ 
and exit For the heated indoor parting. On 
the upper lev'els, the addition supports 
soudi-facing balconies for the suites. 
There’s no w^ay tlie original elevator 
would meet modem build big codes, but die 
space it occujiied could be made into a dis¬ 
tinctive feature. A large, modem passenger 
elevator, trash cliute and services sliaft take 
up part of die space, Tlie remaining space 
has been converted into die IH'ing room of 
one aindominium unit on each flo<)r, 
“Tlie\'’re one of my f avourite features,” says 
Klypak. "They'Ve all done in brick. Tlie old 
brick w'alls hav e been sandblasted, so w'e get 
tliis incredible feature wall diat no one will 
liave anywhere else. When w'e did the de¬ 
sign, we W'e re very resj iectful of w'liat is here, 
what die building was all about,” 

For example, the arcliitect discovered that 
the original windows were designeti for fu¬ 
ture ojienings, but had been constmcted 


Saskatoon architect Heney Klypak designed the suites 
for Rumley Distinctive Lofts. Klypak’s design 
highiights the historic features of the former 
warehouse, from the distinctive windows to the 
prominent coiumns. The exposed columns in the 
finished design give unique character to the space. 

with bricked-In, bitx;k-oui panels, 

"‘We wanted to get as much natural light 
inU> die condominkun units as jiossible, so 
W'C requested the contractor kmick out die 
panels so w^^e can |>ut additional wiridow^s 
into diem. We’re not adding anyiliing to die 
facade, but we’re |>uttiiig a wbidow wiiere 
there always was a window' plamied” 

Bes ides allow'big more light into die unit^, 
the new" window's allow for die conversion 
to meet modem building standards, such as 
reijuiremeiits for an opening wintlow- as a 
secondary bedmom exit, 

"A concrete structure is die best for sound 
privacy',” says Klypak. “You don’t get tliat 
hollow' sound walking on the floor like 
wood-framed apartments. In diis case, w^e’ve 
got die concrete floor, but weVe also added 
a concrete to[>[>ing to cover up some of die 
lh)or ilamage diat was created by the trac¬ 
tors, It ev'en has a colouring in the concrete, 
so it has a very unique look to it ” ■ 
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A Classic Hotel Transformed into an Eco-friendly, 
Parisian-style Luxury Condo Complex 




The stately Kiug George Hotel - or sim¬ 
ply the “KG” as it became popularly 
known - al Uie southwest corner of 2ncl 
Avenue and 2*Jrd Street was built during 
I 10 and 1911^ inakiiig i t the second old¬ 
est hotel in cSaskalooit. It wah designed by 
architect Frederick L. OTeary and erected 
by Standard Construction Company for 
$250,000. Originally planned for se\ en sto¬ 
reys, die completed hotel was five storeys 
with 140 bednxmis, including fi.5 widi en 
suite baths. An annex widi anotlier 42 bed- 
nKJius and six ‘‘trade sam[>le rooms” was 
added in 1912. Tlie large ground floor ro¬ 
tunda, measuring 55 by 85 feet, was deco¬ 


rated with ornamental plaster w'ork. Tlte 
basement held a barber sliop and billiards 
hall 

Tlie 1(> foot ceilings of die main floor con¬ 
veyed a spacious atmos[>here. Second-floor 
ceilings were 12-1/2 feet !iig)i and ceilings 
on the remaining floors varied from 11 to 9 
-1/2 feet, dejrending on the floor. 

An extensive, million-do liar moderniza¬ 
tion ill 1964 destroyed the “early Godiic” 
exterior of terra cotta and stone, rej)lacing it 
with ceramic tile. Stone figures and original 
brick work were discarded, lost or destroyed. 
Further renovations, costing $250,(H)0, were 
unde rtjaken around 1990. 


The King George Hotel, during the building's 
heyd^, when the buikjing commandied the centre 
of Saskatoon's downtown. The building's early 
Gothic eJ(terior of terra cotta and stone was lost 
during nenovations completed fn 1964. Photograph 
iH776courtesy of the Saskatoon Public Library, 

Local History Room 

hi later years, tlie KC fell into decline. Stand¬ 
ing \^cant since 2005, mounting property Lax 
arrears and a fire in 2004 nearly resulted in a 
city order to demolLsh die building. 

Tlie building was acquired by a Vancou- 
ver drvelo[>er, and subsec[uently re-sokl 
Tlie Saskatdiewaii Arcliitectural Heritage 
Society adtietl die structure to its w'atdi list 
of entbtigered structures in 2006. 
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This building is so 
spectacular. 

It's going to have a 
real heritage look 
when we're done and 
it will look better than 
it ever did. We'll bring 
it back to that original 
splendour. 







isi 



The former King George Hotel has seen much of its 
facade stripped away this winter, but Meridiart 
Development expects this corjdominium coriversion to 
renew the splendour of the butidsng. Windows will 
extend from floor to ceiling and columri to column^ 
the columns are being rebuilt, and the exterior is to be 
dad with a pre-cast stone product. Meridian's Kari 
Miller expects the building to exude a “Parisian" 
atmosphere. The renovated building will haveretai] 
on the ground floor, office space on the secorxl and 
21 luxury residential condominium suites on the 
remaining floors. The building is scheduled to be fully 
occupied by mid-2009. The Fairbanks Lofts are visible 
as the four-storey structure at far right 


Meridian Development purchased the 
building in 2007 and began the task of re¬ 
building. Meridian’s Karl Miller explains 
linvv the ct>mpany plans to return the KG to 
a grandeur it hasn’t seen in lialf a centur)'; 

The renovated King George wilt consist 
of a retail level facing 2nd Avenue and 23rd 
Street, office space on the second floor and 
21 luxury- residential condo minium suites - 
ranging fn>m 7(M) to 1550 square feet - tak¬ 
ing UJ3 die lop three doors. Sixty heated, se¬ 
cure mdt^>r|)arkii^s|>OLS-' including secure 
bicycle storage - will he availalde to all ten¬ 
ants, A rooftoj} terrace will provitle views of^ 
the city. 

Miller says he exj^ects die renovation to 
be fully complete hy mid-2()09. Some suites 
could be ready for occi^ianc)' as eart)^ as the 
end of 2008. 

“WeVe really excited about the |>roject,” 
he says. ''Wc diink it will liel[> bring down- 
lomi furdier iiortli - bring the excitement 
back. Tills used to be die hottest corner in 
Saskat(K>n. 

'"Tliis building is so spectacular. Tlie de¬ 
sign work is going to ^ve a real heritage look 
wlien we’re done and it will look better dian 
it evTr did. We’ll bring it hack to diat origi¬ 
nal splendour.” 

Tlie develojieris re-creating many of the 
details fouiul in the original building. Tlie 
company wru fortunate to fiiul examples of 
some of the early ornamentation, such as tlie 


lions’ heads, crests arid iron canopies tliai 
adorned tlie facade. Tlie jiieces are being du¬ 
plicated and rejiroduced so diey can be re¬ 
turned to the building. Inside, castings w^re 
taken of ceiling moultllngs saved from die 
grand rotunda to be usetl to re-create die 
look diroiigliout die new develofiment. 

The renmants of earlier renovations are 
currently being removed and an endrely new 
facade will need to be constructed. Tlie new 
exterior is intended to showcase die mag¬ 
nificence of die interior st me lure, Windows 
will extend from floor to ceiling, anti column 
to column. 

going to be cLid with a pre-cast stone 
product,” says Miller, ^All tlie columns will 
be rebuilt. WeVe going to put cornices on 
the outside. It will have a real Parisian feel 
when it’s done... yet, there are a lot of'nods’ 
to wiiat it originally looked like, not the 
1960s renovation diat most |)eople biow it 
as.” 

The main floor retail le vel w'ill exceed city 
zoning regulations. The renovated KG will 
pro%ide contitiuous retail frontage along 
bodi 2nd Avenue and 23rd Street 

^All along 2nd Avenue, we’re going to 
have twTi litde retail bays,” says Miller. '^You 
won’t even know that parking is behind 
there.” {Access to die liuilding [jarkade \rill 
be ofi'theallty.) 

Tliede\'eloper say's it’s imfiortant to main¬ 
tain die 2nd Avenue street scape. 


^A\3iat destroys a street more? People 
don’t want to w'alk by parking lots, Tliey 
want to walk by litde simps.” 

Miller ho [>es dial much of tlie retail space, 
especially facing 23rd Street, will attract ten- 
anLs to serve SaskatcKin’sgrowingdow^itown 
reside 1 1 tial po{>uI at i on, 

Tlie residential suites arc buih using die 
great room concept, consisting of a living 
room, dining room and kitchen sliaring a 
large Sfiace, says Miller All but the smallest 
suites will liave two bedumuLs widi two bath¬ 
rooms. 

Each resitlentlal suite will have an outwartl 
viewof'tlie city and an inw'ard riew of a bnd- 
sca|>ed terrace - the ‘‘grcen” roof atop die 
parkade. 

Tlie desigti of the parkade is integral to 
meeting env Ironmentai certification. 

Tlie new KG w'ill be die first privately 
ownetl building in Saskatchewan certified 
under die Leadershi|) in Energy^ and Eiwi- 
ronmental Design (LEED) '"green” bulkllng 
rating system, says Miller, In addidon to die 
^^green” parkade, the reno\'ation is being 
conducted to minimize construction w^aste. 
Workers separate metals for recy cling, and 
send concrete and brick to die city' yards to 
be crushed for berm material or road base, 
'“■We spent a lot of time separating out vari¬ 
ous materials,” says Miller. donated a 
lot to Habitat for I lumanity^. We recycletl as 
much as we possibly could,” ■ 
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Light-filled Conversion Wins 
Heritage Award 

TEaton 



That grand old geiillemaii of a structure, 
the X Eaton Warehouse,known as the Old 
Co-op Building, has come through many 
incarnatious to win a prize- On Febniar\" 
11,20Q8, tlie City of Saskatoon Municipal 
Heritage Advisory' Committee announcetl 
that MFD Warehouse Restorati()ns won tlie 
2()081 leriiage Award (or Ada{>tive Reuse for 


their loft conversion of this liistoric smic- 
tune. Tliie award was presefiled to James D. 
Zimmer Arcliitect on February’^ 19, 

The original fiv e-storey X Eaton Ware¬ 
house at 211 Avenue D North was built in 
al>out 1915, with a two-storey acljunct on tlie 
nortli side added later* Eaton’s operated a 
mail order ofUce and gmceteria in die huild- 


Photo above: A south-facing bft makes a comfortable 
and spacious home at the converted T. Eaton 
Wanehouse building at 211 Avenue D North. 

ing until about 1930, Over die years, it lias 
housed die Daity Pool and Federatetl Co 
ojieratives, as well as odier enteqjrises* The 
Royal Canadian Ortlnance Corps occupietl 
the structure dunng World War II. 
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Tlie 14-fcK>t ceilings of die first and sec¬ 
ond floors, arul the 12-foot ceilings die 
reiiiaini rig floors made tire lieritag^ building 
attractive for one of Saskatoon’s first loft con¬ 
versions. MFD Warehouse Restorations, a 
group of three investors led by Mike 
Monacliino. began die conversion by 200.5. 
Tlie first units were ready for occu|>anc)' by 
the latter half of 2007; tw’o remaining units 
were nearing completion earlier this yean 
The restciration and modernination w as pro¬ 
jected to cost aljout $4 millioiL 
Jirn Zimmer, of James D. Zimmer Archi¬ 
tect, designed die 25 loft-style residential 
condotniiiiuni suites. 

In addition to tl^ir attractive heritage am¬ 
bience, die lofts are light-filled, large and spa* 
cious. Tlie orij^nal features of tlie east-fac¬ 
ing walls, sud* as wnndows and columns, 
were retained. Walls wwe knocked out so 
balconies could be added to tlie nordi and 
south sides of die building. Suites on die 
nordi side of die diird floor open onto roof 
decks on top of die lower addition. The west 
side was altered to convert former loading 
dock door openings to walls and windows, 
‘"We tried to keep it ho it so that it bad tlie 
characteristic’s of the old builtling,” said de- 
velo})er Mike M(»nachino, |>resident of MFD 
Wareliouse Restorations Ltd. “We tried to 



make sure we didn’t destnjy die cliaracter 
of the building.” 

“Wlien I saw the building I diouglit: We 
can make this an unhelievahle spot for peo^ 
pie to live. Tlie building would be a corner¬ 
stone for diat area, so people could see how 
diat area could be brought back to life and 
be a super area to live in, w'ith vtry unusual 
designs. In fact, we’re building lowiiJiouses 
out in fixint tliat will be like a design we did 
in California. You can see bow' we take a new 
building and make it Imik like an old ware¬ 
liouse and give it die charm and character¬ 
istic diat die Eaton building lias.” ■ 



The T. Eaton Warehouse has stood at this Awenue D 
location since about 1915. Since the 1930s, the the 
building has housed a succession of enterprises MFD 
Warehouse Resto ratio ns has now converted it to lofl- 
style residential condominiums. The company also 
plans to construct live/wort« unto in the vacant lot 
south of the forrrier warehouse, where the three- 
storey addition once stood. Photo A338 by Leonard 
Hiiiyard courtesy of Sasktoon Public Library. Local 
History Room. 
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Machinery and Mill Supply 
Warehouse Becomes 

Fairbanks 



Construcliou of a wholesale warehouse 
building at 12-23rd Street began in 1310. 
The Fairhaiiks-Morse Building, designed 
as a ^‘‘modeni inercantile style’’ by Mon¬ 
treal architectural finii of David Brown 
and Hugh Vallance, was completed in 
1312. Tlie jMiured, reinforced concrete con¬ 


struction was designed to lake heavy loads 
arrh'ing hy rail, Tlie four-storey simctuie 
stands out in eady [>hotogra|)hs of die city 
skyline, towering over nearbv' buildings. 
The buikling lias seen a wide array of ten¬ 
ants during its long liistorv^ Ow'iied and op¬ 
erated by the Fairbanks Morse Company it 


The Fair banks-Morse Buildingp now Fairbanks Lofts at 
12 - 23rd Street. The forrrier warehoLse has been 
converted to 12 lesiderrtia! condominium units on the 
top three floors. Tree Pottery Supplies occupies the 
ground floor. 

w-as used as a warehouse for its inacliiner)' 
and mill su[>[>ly enler|)rLse. tlie hrgest of'its 
kind in Canada, and later for the nianufac- 
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ttire of tractor eiigities* In it liousecl 

the Co-oi)erative Conmionwealtli Feclera* 
tion (CCF) general office, United Brotlier- 
hood of Caq>eoters and Joinerji, and Gen^ 
eraJ Labourers’ Union. An adjacent build¬ 
ing held tlie Saskatoon Co-Oi>erati\e Asso¬ 
ciation, Saskatoon raj-0[>erative Societ)’, 
and Saskatoon Coo[>erative Savings and 
Credit UnioiK From 1985 to 2005, tlie 
Fairbanks-Morse was liome to AKA Art Gal¬ 


lery', Tlie Photograplier’s Gallery^, Video 
Verite.and Tril^e and Blackflash magazines. 
Tree Pottery' Su[}[>lies has stayed in the 
building tluoughout its conversion to resi¬ 
dential condoniiniutn suites, occupy ing tlie 
commercial sjiace on the main floor. 

Olstar Develo[>ments Inc, |>urciiased tlie 
top tlirce floors anti IjasemeiU fi tim Tree Pol¬ 
len' in 2005 to builti 12 residential condo¬ 
minium units, the first w'aneliouse loft con¬ 


version in Saskatoon. The Fairbanks Ware¬ 
house Condos sold out four months into 
construction. Luxuriously finished.they of¬ 
fer a contemporary^ open feeL high ceilings 
and lots of light, accented by heritage brick 
walls. 

Olstar is currently converting another 
buildingon the [>n)|>erty> facing Wall Street, 
to a single resitlencial concbrninium unit,B 
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Left The Fairbanks-Morse Building in ifs eariy days. 
The building was completed in January 1912, in the 
“modern mercantile style”. Saskatoon's first 
warehouse ioft conversion, the building now contains 
12 residentiai condominium units on the top three 
floors. Photograph LHS03 courtesy of Saskatoon 
Public Library, Local History Room. 

Above and opposite: The interior of #404-12, 23fd 
Street. Fairbanks Lofts is located near downtown 
Saskatoon. The former Fairbanks*Morse warehouse, 
which has seen many uses since its completion in 
1912, now Is home to 1 2 residential condominium loft 
units. Photograph by Jimmy Oneschuk, courtesy of 
Curtis Olson. 















www.renomark.ca 


i RENO 


GUIDE 


^ SjiiieatMff 

A fre0^ 

I ^ I y Home BulItJifir/ 
Association Jnc 


RENOVATINt? DO IT RIDHT! 







Saskatoon HOME Spring2008 


41 




Great Rooms 

Great for 
Entertaining 

Today’s new' homes are very 
Likely to be designed around a 
“great room” concept^ eom- 
bining more Iradiiioiial 
spaces^ sudi as kilclien, cUnitig 
room and living rooin^ into a 
single^ open space. But w(iat 
about older liomes, built wiieu 


tile functions of each of tliose 
traditional rooms w^s carried 
out in its own separate s(>ace? 

Smaller homes, especially 
those built before tlie first half 
of die 20tli Century, can benefit 
from renovations dial create a 
more spacious, open atnios- 
[>bere. Mondovi Developments 
tackled one such home, a one- 
and-a-lialf storey, 1130 square 
foot Buena Vista home built in 


1929 (jn Kilburn Avenue. Like 
most homes of that era, the 
rooms seem smaU atid cram{>ed 
by today’s standards. Renova- 
tioiLS cliangpd tlie entire cliarac- 
ter of the home’s interior. 

One of tlie benefits of tlie great 
mom over comparimentaliied 
s[Kices - and a prime reason ll jal 
liomeow'iiers appreciate tlie cuni- 
cept - is tlie flexibility itoB'ers Ibr 
entertaining guests. Social trends 


are seeing couples and families 
spending more of their free time 
at liome. Tliey wxnJd radier en¬ 
tertain in a domestic selling diaii 
socialize in nois)^ and crowded 
public settings. 

Tlie IGlbuni Avenue home 
show's liow' modem room de¬ 
sign can update older resi¬ 
dences. It’s tlie |)erfect setting 
for an intimate cxicktail party 
with a few' friends. 
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Bring Your Own Chef 
for Better Party ttoiting 

Lefs be honest -- entertaining's a 
hassle. You look forward to having 
friends over, but instead of spending 
time with /our guests you end up 
running back and forth from kitchen to 
dining room to living room fetching 
them appy's and refreshments. You're 
lucky if you see or taik to ar^one afi 
evening. Or worse yet, you decide to 
make things easy on yourseif by buying 
frozen appy's that are anything but 
appetizing. 

Thafs where the personal chef 
comes in. With changing entertainment 
trends, hosts are finding that hiring 
such a person, someone who takes 



charge of the kitchen and prepares the 
food, takes the pressure off. You get 
professionally prepared fare, whether 
it's an entire meal or just appetizers or 
dessert, customized to the needs of you 
and your guests. The personal chef aiso 
adds fiair to your event, as well as an 
entertaining touch. 

Your chef will want to meet with you 
beforehand, to discuss your event, your 
favourite foods, and even allergies and 
dietary preferences. They do all the 
shopping, cooking and deanyp, lem/ing 
you to spend time with your guests. 
Don't confuse a persona) chef with a 
caterer, A personal chef designs a 
custom menu, from scratch, just for 
you and to fit your budget. 


The Details: 

Cocktail party location: 

1105 Kilburn Avenue 

Renovator: 

Mondovi Developments 
Box 2105, Saskatoon S7H 5N9 
Owner: Susan Zwarych. 

Phone: 306. 270.3807 
Website: 

mondovidevelopments.com 

Room decon 

Esteem For The Home 

Cofiege Park Mall 

106B-3929 8th Street East 

Saskatoon, SK S7H5M2 

Phone: 306. 477 2833 

Uncle Ed's Furniture 

715 1 St Avenue North, Saskatoon 

306,244,2057 

Baking: 

Cakes G’lore 

210 33rd Street West, Saskatoon 
306.373.2253 

Cabinetry: 

T-Square Cabinets 
Saskatoon SK 
306,477,4777 

Espresso machine: 

Espresso Macchina 
2209 1 st Avenue North, 
Saskatoon SK 
306.955.8869 

Art supplier. 

Rouge Gallery 
208 3rd Avenue South 
Saskatoon, SK S7K1i9 
Phone: 306. 955.8882 
Website: www.rougegallery.ca 

Personal Chef: 

James. R. Kyle, Freelance Chef. 

jamesrkyfe@hotmail.com 

306.249.5415 

Menu consulting, intimate dinner 
planning, fine dining in yot^ own 
comfortable location. 
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Photo on page 41 (kitchen with table): 
Espresso Macchina: Gaggia Evolution 
Espresso Machine, $500.00. Cakes 
C'lore: eight-inch cake; white fondant 
icing with red crystal sugar, $48.95. 
Winners: Red fruit bowl with gold 
accents. $29 99 Unde Ed's Furniture: 
Cola Red Gloss Table with matching 
chairs. $1299.00 Esteem for the 
Home: Abbott, decanter, $44.99; 
Abbott, wine glasses, $12.99 each; 
Torre & Tagus, small window platter, 


$29.99 each. T-Square: Espresso 
finished Maple cabinets with frosted 
glass windows. $18,000. Rouge 
Gallery: Dream in the Night, 24 “x 60" 
painting, $4100.00. 

Photo on page 42(kitchen counter); 
Whirlpool maiching appliances: Range 
Microwave. $629 00. Stove. $929.00, 
Side by Side Fridge, $1449,00, and 
Dishwasher, $649.00, Winners: 

Kitchen Aid, boiling pot, $59.99; 


Kitchen Aid. frying pan. $29,99, 
London Drugs: Canister, $12.99 each; 
Esteem for the Home: Tone & Tagus, 
small plate. $16.99 each. Personal 
Chef James Kyle: Appetizers, $25.00 
per person. 

Top left and right The great room, 
even in a small home, is perfect for 
entertaining Room supplied by Esteem 
For The Home, Art supplied by Rouge 
Gallery. Plates supplied by Esteem for 


the Home. Glasses supplied by Esteem 
for the Home. Appetizers supplied by 
Chef James Kyle. 

Above: Fresh, new look fora character 
home. Room supplied by Esteem For 
The Home. Art supplied by Rouge 
Gallery. 
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SELECT Units Still Remaining 




CONTACT 
VALERIE HERTZ 
AT 221-362* 
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Great Openings 

Exploring Door 
Options 

Doors can l>e a simple up¬ 
grade, yet it cx)uld really renew 
the look of your home, at the 
same time lowering heating 
and air coiidilioningcosts. All 
t(HJ often, \iie overlook tlietlt^om 
that we go through ever)' time 
we enter or leave our homes* 
Doors have changed a lot in 
recent years* Cone are the days 
of the aQ-wood doors used in 
oor grandparents’ houses. Fea¬ 
tureless steel dof>rs, CO nun on in 
so many homes, have been 
supereecletl by much better - 
atid better looking - designs* 
After 20 or 30 Saskatoon 
summers and winters, most 
doors are ready for rej>lacemenL 
Sun, rain, niiniis-30 degree tem¬ 
peratures and blizzards make 
iiur doors and their weather 
sealing warp, swell, shrink, 
crack, fatle arul generally wear 
out until tliey look terrible and 
just cant keep tlie cold out or 
the heat in like tliey used to. 

Modem doors are a vast im¬ 
provement over diose that 
were available only a few years 
ago. They w'itlistand tlie 
weather better, protect tlie 
liome belter, and look good 
doing it. Ilomeow'iiers Imve 


much more choice, too. Al¬ 
though doors pretty mucli 
tend m be made of die same 
materials - a w(xm 3 door is as 
likely tct have a steel interior as 
a steel door is to have a wood 
exterior and either style may 
have a foam insulation core - 
theyVe generally described in 
tenns of wliat tlieir surface is 
made of. A wocjd door is wood 
on tlie outside, a fibreglass 
door is fibreglass on die out¬ 
side, and so on. Just remem¬ 
ber, witen it comes to modern 
doors, beauty really is more 


A photograph in Architeduraj Digest 
two decades ago inspired CheryJ and 
Maurice Soubdre to build a painted 
metal and cedar entry door for their 
designed home in Crasswood hamlet. 

tlian skin deep. There’s a lot 
happening iitiderueath tlie 
surface. 

Doors are also a\"aila]3le in an 
almost bewildering array of 
styles and options, allowing 
horneowTiers to strike tlie right 
balance of cost, durability, |>er- 
formance, seciirit)' and apjiear- 
ance* 

“Peo|)le are going willi a fan¬ 
cier designed glass dmir in the 


Front ofdieirlmmes now'atbys,” 
says Rick Engel at Saskatoon 
Clo-o|> I lome Centre West con¬ 
tract sales* ^4n the hack, it’s six- 
|>anel doors. 

“Fibreglass is becoming really 
popular. Tliere’s smooth fibre- 
glass which can be painted Just 
like die steel, and it’s lighter and 
stronger than a steel door. 
Tliere’s also texturetl fibregbss, 
which can be stained to look like 
wood.” 

Tliat makes fibreglass a good 
choice for ow'ners of older 
homes, w'ho w'ani to keep a her¬ 
itage or historic apjjeaiance. 

“If you wanted to, you could go 
through the exf iense of buying 
a wood door, similar to what you 
had, but theyVe extremely ex¬ 
pensive,” sav^s EngeL 

Fibreglass doors are more 
economical and can he made to 
complement the look of the 
home, especially when the right 
style of glass inserts are usetl. 

Gary' Sauser,assistant man¬ 
ager at Windsor Ply w^ood, says 
tliat fibreglass doors are |>er- 
feet for cliaracier homes. One 
series, die Barrington Crafts¬ 
man Door Collection by 
Masonite, is made to resenible 
die style of three-jianel doors 
fbuiid in older architectural 
styles of die late iflili and early 
20th centuries, including 
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decorative staiiietl glass in¬ 
serts, says Sauser* 

''They’ve even got the little 
slieK es for your ke\ s and stutf,” 
he sa) s. "Tliey’re made out of 
fibreglass, but all that wood 
grain tliat you see in wood, you 
see tliat in the fibreglass. You 
stain or paint it to make it look 
like a real wootl door’’ 

The entry door does more 
than eiiliance tlie outward ap¬ 
pearance of your house. It cati 


also brigiiten the interior. 
Homes witli small entrv' btid¬ 
ings, in particular, can benefit 
from a newer door or from liav - 
ing a new' insert installed into 
the existing one. Decorative 
glass door inserts are installed in 
0|>enings cut into the door. 
Clear glass is common, but tex¬ 


tured glass designed to protect 
die privac)^ of tlie home’s occu- 
[>anls is becoming ver)' jMjpiilar. 

An insert is an iiiex|jensrve 
way to alter the look of an 
entryway, says Sauser. 

At the back of the house, 
many boiiieomieni are replac¬ 
ing older pati(^ dooni ^r- 
den doors, says EngeL Sliding 
[>atio doors w'aste terrible 
amounts ofenerg). 

Garden doors, wduchojien on 
liinges, provide better w'eadier 
sealing, better insulation and 


better security GaRlen doors 
consist of an o[)ening dwir on 
one side and a lull-length vent¬ 
ing window on tlie other. Door 
manufacturers make patio re¬ 
placement units, desi^ied to fit 
into die openings ofesdstirigjia- 
do doors, so replacement is easy 
and economical 
^^The advantage of the pado 
door was that it had a large 
breezew'ay w'heii you slide it 
open,” says S a user. “’[With a 
garden door,] you don’t lose 
that, but when it a>mes to win¬ 
ter or any time youVe not using 
it, tliere’s not dollar bills flml- 
ing out of it eitlien Tliey’re an 
excellent setup, esj>eclally for 
Saskatchewan.” 

Contacts: 

Saskatoon Co-op Home Centre 
West 

311 Circle Drive West (at Avenue 
C North). 306,933,3835 

Windsor Plywood 

3222 Millar Avenue (north of 51st 

Street), 306.931.1232, 

WWW. wtndsorplywood rom 
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Improve 
Your Home 

Improve Your 
Energy Savings 

The perfect time to beef up 
your homers euei^y efBdeiicy' 
is when yon renovate. Did you 
tiK)w tllilt over 60 j ler cen t of tlle 
energ}" useti in your liome 1b 
used to lieat it? If your home is 
over 25 \ears old, you can Bave 
over 35 jjer cent on your energ)' 
bills if you make your home 
more air tight, add insulation, 
upgrade windows and replace 
heating system. 

Seal It up 

Before tou replace your heating 
system, you should get rid of all 
those cracks in your building 
envelope that let cold air in. 

T) ^)ical places to draft-proofare 
around windows and doors, 
electrical boxes, vents and any 
otlier penetnitions tlirough an 
exterior wall. You should also 
replace worn weatlier stri[>[>ing 
at doors and windows. 

Keep the Heat In 

Don! forget the old fireplace; it 
can suck the heat right out of 
your home. Aca>rding to Natu¬ 
ral Resources Canada,open fire¬ 
places average between minus 

U) and 10 jier cent efliciency 



That’s because large amounts i>f 
heated air go right up die chim¬ 
ney when your lire is a blazin’. 
Even when not in use, open- 
hearth fireplaces allow heated 
liouse air to escape and let cold 
air in. 

Consider installing an efl'i- 
cient, ciean-buming advanced 
combustion unit. Not only do 
they draw little air from your 
home, they give you more lieat, 
burn less wtwd and give off less 
pollution. 

Adx aiiced combustion fire¬ 
places are 50 to 70 j)er cent effi¬ 
cient, Youll find units eB|>ecially 
designed tliat insert right into 
existing fireplaces. You will 
likely Imve to put a stainless steel 
liner in yom diimnev' to make 
the system work properiy. 

Wrap It Up 

You’ve sealed your home; now 
it’s time to take a closer look at 
your insulation. Totby’s new^ 
homes h'pically use R-4f) in tlie 
roof and R-20 halt insubtiim in 
the w'alls. Ideally, you’ll w^ant to 
upgrade your insubtion to diese 
values. Don’t forget to insubte 
the basement w^alls. But before 
you insulate foundation w^alLs, 
make sure they are in g<M>d re- 
pair and tliere is no sign of wa¬ 
ter. Fix all moisture problems 
before )y>u insulate. 


If new^ siding is in )>:>ur plans, 
consider adding an extra layer 
of in St J ad on and house-WTapair 
barrier before you apply new 
siding. 

See the Light 

Energy-efficient vrindows re¬ 
duce tiiat add draft feeling you 
get from sitting next to a w in- 
dow'. In general, windows are 
poor insulators - they let heat 
escape in tlie winter and let heat 
in during the siunmer. Wiat 
^Tiu want to do is minimiae win¬ 
dow's on north w^ls and take 
advantage of Uie sun on south 
walls that will help heat your 
liome in spring and fall. An ex¬ 
am [>le of an energy-efficient 
unit is one with double-gbzing 
(triple-glazing even better), ar¬ 
gon gas, low-e coating and in¬ 
sulated spacer New- w'indow's 
can change the look of your 
lionie. For added ctmifort and 
[jriracy consider using w uidow 
coverings. 

Heat It Up 

You’ve sealed up your drafts and 
increased )nour insulation; now'; 
it’s time to look at your heating 
and ventilation system. If you 
have gas, consider installing a 
condensing furnace. Tliey are 
die most efficient gas furnaces 
on the market. 





Tliese furnaces have an an¬ 
nual fuel utilization efficiency 
(AFUE) of betw een ^0 and 97 
[>er cent, compared to older ftir- 
naces witit AFUEs of about 60 
per cent and modem standard 
efficiency units wiili AFUKs of 
between 78 and 84 j>er cenu 

Honieow'ners with old gas 
Furnaces can save about $500 a 
year by switcliing to a condens¬ 
ing ^is furnace witli an AFUE 
of 96 per cent, according to 
Natural Resources Canada. 

Freshen Up 

Your new' airtiglit home will 
need [jroper ventilation to re¬ 
move stale air. Tills is done widi 
the het[> of a heat recovery' ven¬ 
tilator (IIRV), Your mechanical 
contractor can help you widi 
dlls. 

Keep Your Cool 

Summers in tlie Okanaj^n are 
hot, Init even so, heating is die 
higgpst energy^ exjiense in your 
home. So w'hen shopping (ora 
furnace and an air conditioner, 
spend your money on the most 
efficient furnace yon can afford. 
After all, air conditioning only 
makes up three per cent of your 
homes energy use, acci>rding to 
Natural Resources Canada. 

To reduce your air contlition- 
ing hill, consider installing ceil- 
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ing fans, especially in the bed- 
moms* They circulate nootn air, 
|>roviding a cool breeze in suiii- 
mer and in winter help 
puslidow'n hot air trapiied in die 
ceiling space. 

Turn It Down 

Consitler installing a pmgram- 
inable tlierinostaL which will 
allow' wu to preset your honied’s 
temperature for s jiecific times of 
die day. In winter, you to 
setback the temjjerature at night 
wiien you’re asleep and during 
die day wlien you’re at work. 

As a general rule, you can save 
tw'o |)er cent on your heating bill 
for ever)-- degree you turn dtjwn 
the tliermosiat. according to 
Natural Resources Canada. 

IIow'e\er, you don’t w=ant to 
setback tlie temjierature low^er 
dian 17 Celsius, dtis could cause 
condensation jimblems in win¬ 
ter and long heat up limes. 

But before j^ni buy' dial jiro- 
grammable thermostat check 
die number of wires it needs and 
die number of wires you liave. 
You miglit be able to pull a neu^ 
wire through, but often you 
can’t 

Hot Water 

After space heating, hot waiter is 
die biggest energy* user in your 
home. According to Natural 
Resources Canada, hot w’'ater 
makes up 16 jier cent of your 
home’s energy use. 

Re|)lace hot water lieater widi 
a condensing gas or propane 
uniL For increased efticienc:}', 
consider insulating hot water 
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[>i[>es within ten feet of your 
water tank, anti if jiossible, in¬ 
sulate all accessible boi water 
pipes. Tliis v\ill improve w^ater 
temperature at the tap. If your 
tank is hx:ated in a cold basC’ 
ment, consider adding a blanket 
of insulatieni (ahvays check 
m a n u fac t ure r’ s recomme nd a - 
tions)* 

Yf)u can also get drain w^ter 
heat recover)^ spterns lliat ne- 
claim heat from w'aier iliat goes 
dow'ri the sliow'er drain and uses 
tlie recovered heat to preheat 
water entering hot w'ater tank. 
Solar hot w'ater s)-stems and in¬ 
stantaneous w'ater heaters are 
()ther energ}'- efficient options to 
consider. 


Opt Not 

Ap|)liances like fridges, freezers, 
electric ranges, chslnvaslieni and 
washing iiiachines are anotlier 
area where you can save money 
on your energ)^ bill. Today’s 
friclgps use one tliird less energy' 
than a fridge made in 1984. But 
whatever you do, don't use your 
old fridge in die basement or 
garage and lose ytmr energy'sav¬ 
ings, And dtni’i buy a freezer 
unless you plan on using it Al¬ 
ways l(H)k for die EnerGuide la¬ 
bel when comparing and buying 
major appliances. 

■ KAREN SLWAR 
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Modern Meets 
Traditional 

Award-winning 

Design 

Meridian De\elopmeiit’s The 
Hideaway, at ^20 1 ItJi Street 
Elast, won this yearns Miittici- 
paL llerilaji^e Award for InOil 
Public/ConuiierdaL 

You thiuk tliat a place 
lias to be old to witi a heritage 
award, but this devekjpment 
show's dial heritage is a st%ie diat 
transcends age. Tlie aw^ard rec¬ 
ognized the manner in w'hich 
die infdl development pmject 
w'as symjjadietic to uxaintaining 
the character of a neighbour- 
IiockI* 

"'Tlie await! was given for die 
design, use of the site, and inte¬ 
gration of the project into die 
surrounding neigliliourhood,” 
says Meridian president Karl 
Miller. 

The architectural style closely 
matches tlie character of tlie 
neighbourhood. From the 
street, you’d iieA^er know diat die 
properly holds eight separate 
homes. Onlv four face 11th 
Street- From an entrance be^ 
iw'een the Imuses on 11 di Street, 
side waits from the houses at die 
rear of die projicrty converge 
a gate in a WTOiight iron fence 
supported h\' stone pSlars. 


’T’liey all gadier at diat main 
entrance, where \vt liave a Imnd- 
carv'ecl stone sign,’’ says Miller, 
“Actual stone masons - old- 
w'orld stone masons - hand- 
carved dial sigiu on site. Tliey 
did just a w'onderfiJ job.” 

From the entrance, curved 
sw eeping walkways lead into the 
property. Tw'o bridges cross dry 
creek beds dial serve to catch 
run-otl from rains, part of die 
development’s xeriscaping 
scheme. 


The Hideaway kitchen and dining area. 
The open concept design blends 
modem and traditional. Photo by 
Colteen Wilson 

“Tlie focus diere was to do re¬ 
ally diflerent landscaping, so 
dial it w'asii’t like everv^ other 

V 

priced out there tliads just got 
grass and shrubs.” says Miller. 
“We w'anted to make it leel like 
a litde resort, somediing really 
unkjue and different, 

“Tliese little dr\- creek beds 
wind throughout the entire 


[>rof)erty, around the houses. 
That’s w'liy you have these 
bridges leading to die diflerent 
houses.” 

Low-voltage landscape light* 
Ing is created in a copjier arcs 
and crafts theme, adding to die 
ambience and cliaracter of die 
site. 

Inside, tlie iiomes are unlike 
anything found elsewhere in die 
city. Meridian w'as striving for a 
modern design, yet one that 
brought w'itli it more tiaditional 
elements. 

“Colleen (Wilson, Meridian’s 
designer and partner) and I 
made them widi today’s com¬ 
forts and features - gas ranges, 
granite counter tops, big kitch¬ 
ens and open floor plans on die 
main floor,” says Miller. “We 
tried to leave it completely wide 
ojien so dial die living, kitclien 
and dining area flows all as one. 
That’s probably the biggest 
change from the old designs, 
where they had every single 
room se|>arated individually” 

“All the miliw'ork packages in 
die house w'ere handcrafted on¬ 
site,” he says. “Ev^erydiing w^s 
custom milled - die baseboards, 
the window' casings, the door 
casings, all the vrainscotting. 
The finish carpenters made 
every' one of those pieces on¬ 
site,” 
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‘‘We did like coffered 

ceilings, wiili copjjer accenLs set 
inside. Oil-rubbed bronze fix¬ 
tures give a classy, elegant, tra¬ 
ditional looL” 

Coft’ered ceilings add an old- 
world touch to the interiors. 
Tlie copper insets, not some- 
tiling you’d expect to see in 
Saskatoon, provide a unique 
accent. 

It’s that attention to detail tliat 
has attracted buyers to the 
homes. Anyone who's seen the 
homes remarks on in It’s easy to 
see why. 

“Ever)'^ little thing is thought 
tlirough,” says Miller, ^'There’s 
so inucli detail that you need to 
go tlmiugh it a cxiuple of times 
just to notice it all ” ■ 


Left: The Hideaway, on 1 ith Street 
Eatl. Four homes face the street 
Another four are behind, creating a 
resort-like ambience The exterior of 
each home at The Hideaway is 
designed to Integrate the new 
buildings into Sask^oon's most 
traditional neighbourhood, an 
approach for which the project 
received a municipal heritage award. 
Photo by Colleen Wilson. 

Top left: The dining area shows the 
detail of the home. Oil rubbed bronze 
fixtures, coffered ceilings with copper 
insets, hand-mi lied wainscotting and 
window casings add to the traditional 
style. Photo by Colleen Wilson. 

Top right A bedroom at The 
Hideaway. Coffered ceilings, copper 
accents and oil rubbed bronze fixtures 
give actassy, elegant, traditional look 
Photo by Colleen Wilson 
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Smart People Use MORTGAGE BROKERS 

Here's why... 

• No FEES 

• Flexible hours 

• 1 application 75 dlffejent tenders 

• Fast. Easy approvals 

• Home pufcho&es 

• New home builder mortgoges/self builds 

• Refinonce 

• Debt consolidations 

• No ctown payment solutions 

• 100% rental purchoses 

• Self employed programs no fwoof of income required 

• Lowest rofes/best products 

• Personal service, expert knowledge, unbfco&ed advise 

• Online opplicotlons 




....WHY NOT???? 


Cali day or night for your FREE consultation 


Shawna MacDonald 

Mortgage Professwnal 

Office: 3iOa-3MH&3^ 

Cell: 306-260-5535 
TOLLFREE 1J3-33S6 

3hav>marT«xjclonald@sr>ow.co 
WWW apprcwernymortgag© ca 


f^TMG 


TMG THE MOftTCAGE GROUE PRAIEIES INC. 


1 *i:irrr I'l,- yoih Br t /i rr : 
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Painting Made 
Simple 

The Easiest Way 
to Transform Your 
Home 

Applying a coat of paint is the 
easiest and most iuexpeitsive 
way to transform any room in 
the bouse* however deciding 
on the right lyjic of paint and 
colour cm he aclialknge. Tlie 
following tips can make any 
room in your home beautiful: 

1 . What is the right 
paint finish? 

There are several tv^res {>aint 
finish to choose from, sucli as 
flat, satjfu eggsliell, semi-gloss, 
latex, alkyd and many more. 

To choose tlie correct finish 
for your project start by con¬ 
sidering how tlie rcM>m will be 
used and tlie peojile using die 
room. An elegant fiat finisli 
may not be tlie l^est choice for 
a child’s rtMim or other liigli- 
trafiic areas like the kitclien^ 
but is ideal for a ceilings living 
room or an area in which you 
w^ant to hide imperlecti ons in 
the wall. A higlier sheen jiaiiit 
such as satim eggshell or semi¬ 
gloss is usually easier to clean, 
so it’s great for hallw'ays, cliil- 
dreti’s rooms, kite lie ns or 
bathrooms. 


2. Is primer 
necessary? 

Primer acts a pre-coat and will 
prepare w'alls for jiaintby Ijlock- 
ing grease, water and smoke 
stiiins tiiat can prev^ent [>roper 
adhesion. Primer also helps to 


ensure a smooth and uniform 
(jairidng surface. 

3. How many coats 
to apply? 

If you’re covering a light-col¬ 
oured surface, you may only re¬ 


Walls in warm, nafuraJ tans lend a 
soothing quality to ai^ room. 

quire one coat of paint, but gen¬ 
erally, iw'o coats of paint pro¬ 
vides goixl coverage. By starting 
with a deep-base primer w'itli 
superior hiding and excellent 
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It’s Time To Rethink The Garage! 


Do You Want Your Garage Back? 


* Caliliisifi 


' W«>flia«nel» 4 PB 


Ovvffiiioad 


Flovrtns 


« Wall Stora04 


> Wall Aceessonas 


« Lilt Systoifii 


* lladLant hmmtmr% 


www.9arageboyz,ca 

191S Ontario Aw, Saskirtoon, SK. S7K ITS | 306.341.4103 


Get DeCluttered! Get Organized! Get*.. 


Garage 

—^“Bovz 

Storage Solutions Wade Easy 


sealing pn)[>erties, you ciiii help ensure good 
paint coverage. 

4. How much paint is required? 

To estalilish die square footage of your room, 
simply multiply the total leiigtli ofthe w^ls by 
dieir height, allowing for windows, doors and 
other areas diat won’t he painted. Tt> cover a 
3J>0 to ■liHl-sq ft* room you will need one gal¬ 
lon for each coat of[>aint. And don't forget it^s 
a good idea to buy a little extra paint in case 
you need to make any quick louch-ups later 
on. Tip: As an ermronmentalh^ friendly paint 
option, look for diose with no or low volatile 
organic com[>ourids. These chemicals are 
liarnifiil to die eiwiroiiment and also contrib¬ 
ute to that heavy f>aint smell that can cause 
headaches in a fieslity [lainted room. 

5. Choosing the perfect 
paint colour 

Before buying paitit colours, test an area of die 
room to see if it will create die look you are 
try ing to achieve* Choose a paint line witfi 
practice [lots dial allow you to buy a small 
amount ()f the colour you like ami trv' it on die 
wall at liotne. Tliat way you get a sense of die 
colourant! texture in your space before paint¬ 
ing die entire space. 

Paint Colour Trends for 2008 

1. The global palette: Influenced by the 
Middle East Eastern Europe, Russia and Latin 
America, shades are rich bronzes, purples, deep 
reds (think borscht) and passionate pinks. 

2. The eco palette: Think nature-various 
shades of green, earthy browns, tans, flower 
hues and sky blues. 

3. The urban palette: The techno-cosmo 
sensibility makes these colours popular for 
modem loft living; charcoal greys, cayennes, 
subdued oranges and aquas 

4* The heritage palette: These colours 
adorned turn-of-the-century homes - bur¬ 
gundy. forest green, grey and brown. ■ 
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Permits and 
Programs 

City Hall Has What 
You Need 

Before you run for the crow¬ 
bar or pick up that sledge¬ 
hammer, it^s a good idea to 
check to see what kinds of 
residejitia) renovations you 
can get away with, and 
w'hether you need a permit 
before you begin. Your first 
stop is City Hall to visit 
Saskatoon’s Bmlding Stand¬ 
ards Brandt in diarge of j)er" 
mils and insjjectioriK, You get a 
building or plumbing [)ermit 
l>ef()re starting any work, and 
inspections during and after 
construction. Thedty’s ins[jec- 
tors enforce the Building Bylaw, 
the Swimming Pool B)iaw, the 
Uniform Building and Accessi¬ 
bility Standards Act, Canada’s 
National Building Code and 
Saskatchewan Plumbing and 
Drainage Regulations. 

The nature of the project and 
the scale of work deterniirie 
whether ornrjt you need a per¬ 
mit. 

In general, if you’re simply 
making rej>airs or rejdacing 
worn-out pieces iifytjur home, 
you don’t neetl a building [>er- 
iniL For example, you don’t 
need one for: 


■ fences, driveways and 
sidew'alks 

■ cosmetic rei>airs such as 
paint or minor rejjairs to 
exterior finishes 

■ replacement roofing on a 
one to fom unit dwelling 
unless die decking is rej Jaced 

■ replacement siding on a one 
to f(Rir unit dwelling, as long 
as the replacement iswitli 
similar construction 

■ caqiei or cabinetr)' 

■ replacement doors and 
wmidow-s in existing oj>enings, 
as long as the rej>lacement is 
widi similar construction 

If your Wfirk involves altera- 
tions or constntction, you’ll 
[)robiibiy need a building per¬ 
mit. You definitely need (jne 
for: 

■ residential and connuercial 
construction, including new 
building ct>nstruction as well 
as alteration and renovatiori of 
existing structures 

■ demolition, repair, reloca¬ 
tion, alteration or addition to 
an existing structure 

■ alterations or construction 
of accessor)^ buildings, 
garages, decks, swimming 
pools, and mobile homes 

B structural dianges to 
existing buildings 
B change of occuiMticy or use 
of an existing building 


B accessor)^ buildings tliat are 
greater than 10 st|. m. 

B decks over 200 mm above 
grade, and mof enclosures 
over existing or new decks 
B basement development in 
existing dwellings. 

If you’re not sure if your 
project needs a permit, check 
mih the Building Standards 
Brandi beliire you start. 

You don’t need a permit to 
clear a clogged drain, repair a 
leak)' water pipe or replace an ex¬ 
isting fixture such as a faucet, 
valve or water lieaier. 

You tio need a plumbing per¬ 
mit to make more exteiiHive 
dianges. It’s llie laW': "A plumb¬ 
ing system may not be con¬ 
structed, altered, extended, re¬ 
newed or repaired unless a 
plumbing permit has been ob- 
tabed for tlie work,” Only a li¬ 
censed plumbing contractor reg- 
Lstered widi tiiecitj' can apply fi>r 
a [lennit and carry out the job. ll 
sounds bureaucratic, but it’s for 
your own and tlie ])ublic’s safet)'. 

Get a bulding permit applica¬ 
tion from City I fall. You can pick 
one up in person or download 
one from the city’s w^ebsite, 
www.saskaio on.ca/ oig/building/ 

Fill out and send in llie Resi¬ 
dential Permit .A])])liciition. Bet¬ 
ter yet, g^) down ajid fil] it out in 
person, where city staff can help 


with the process. Include the re¬ 
quired [dans (see below). You 
may need Ventilation Design 
Sheets for some projects. You’ll 
need pre-Etigiiieering Shop 
Drawings for engineered joists, 
beams and trusses, usually pro¬ 
vided during framing inspectioiu 

It usually takes about a w'eek 
your a[>|>tication to be pnic- 
essetl, assuming you’ve ])rootled 
all the information requested. 
Coin|ilex [irojects, large tleveloj)- 
ments and projects w'itli iiicom- 
jdete plans may take longer. It 
also takes more time durmg peak 
season (May-July), w'lien the city 
tyjjically receives large nunibeni 
ofa[jplications. Pay tlie fee when 
yi>u [lick u[) your ]>erniit and ap¬ 
proved [>lans. 

If’you need a plumbing permit, 
vour contractor w'ill know' what 

i 

to do. 

Sometimes it’s helpfiil to have 
a desigiier involved. For some 
[injects, tile city demands it. A 
designer doesn’t always liave to 
be a [irofessioim! engineer or ar¬ 
chitect, but must meet city ac¬ 
ceptance for the project pro¬ 
posed. Complex projects require 
a [irofessional engineer or archi¬ 
tect liceiLsed lo practice in Sas¬ 
katchewan. T!ie Building Stand¬ 
ards Branch will let you know' if 
you need to liire ajirofessioiial. 

Every [iroject tliat requires a 
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buikliiij!; ])eniMt will als<> reijulre 
itLS|>ectk)iis by dty building in¬ 
spectors. The city will let you 
know' vvlieii inspections are re- 
quired. 

A S ariance” is a request to de¬ 
viate from current zoning re¬ 
quirements. If gran ted, it pe units 
you to use your laud in a way ll lat 
is ordinarily not permitted by tlie 
zoning regulations. It is not a 
change in tlie zoning law but a 
waber for your circumstances. 
The city may pennit minor 
variances for alterations not ex¬ 
ceeding ! 0 percent of die zoning 
bylaw, such as minimum rlLstance 
of a building from die lot line or 


the minimum distance ufa build¬ 
ing to anodier building oil the lot. 
The cit}' has an applicadon fonn 
for minor ^-ariances, available in 
person or as a do WTiload from die 
city’s website. 

Programs that 
Promote 
Preservation 

Most Saskatoon residents have 
heard about die city’s Facade Re- 
habihlation and Renovation 
Grant program, or have seen 
what it can do. it helps commer¬ 
cial jiniperty owmera rejuvenate 
theirljuiklingsTaces to die pulj- 
lic, consenting our built heritage 


and en[lancing our urban 
f^ivironnient.Tliere is also a civic 
(imgrani for homeowners. 

The Ileritag^e Conservation 
Program fiei|>s priv’ate property 
ow'ners consene buildings, natu¬ 
ral environments, archaeological 
and/or paleontological sites, 
Pro[>erty owners may apjdy for 
Mutiicipa! Heritage Property 
designation or for listing in the 
Community Heritage Register. 

The program offers support 
mechanisms (including financial 
assistance) wthieh lielp owners 
conserv'e t!ie pmjjerty approjitl- 
ately, and pnitection Uh)1s w^iidi 
safegtiaitl [leritage proj>erties. 

Even if yon don’t Iwe In a her¬ 
itage properW but still consider 
your (lome to have character, tlie 
cit^-^ offers adv ice on renovating 
character liomes and can guide 
you in researching its history; 

Hiring professional renova¬ 
tors or licensed ardiitecls can be 
of'gieat value in any renovation 
or development project. These 
professionals have working 


knowledge and experience with 
zoning regplations and building 
codes tfiat can save you lime and 
money. Most importantly, they 
understand how to pieserv^e or 
recajvture tlie character of your 
home and its place in yournei^i- 
boudiood, 

F(»r more informatitm on the 
city’s pn)grams, visit live Devel¬ 
opment Sendees Branch in City 
Hall or tlie citv’s website. ■ 

Contacts: 

Building Permit Infoimatson 
Contact Building Standards 
Branch 

www.saskatoon.ca/oig/ 

building/ 

bu ilding. star dards@saskatoon.ca 
Phone: 306.975,2645 
Development Services Branch 
WWW. saskatoon.ca/oig/ 
development/ 

Phone: 306.975.2645 

Cfty bylaws: 

City Clerk's Office 
2nd Floor City Hall 
www.saskatoon.ca/oig/ 
c le rk s_ off i ce/b y I aws/ 

Phone: 306.975.3240 
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WE SPECWIIZE IN CHENT fOLlW REM ESTWE LAI 


Our comn^ment is ts piwiifc exceptional 
le^al services anfifdienft satisfaction 
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AFFORDABLE QUALITY ACCEPT NOTHING LESS. 
You may be eligible for up to in rebates. 



An qualified 

home is your guarantee 
of an energy efficient and 
environmentally responsible 
new home. 

An qualified 

new home could save you 
approximately $1,000 
annually in energy costs. 

Contaa your builder for more 
information. 

For a list of qualified home 
builders visit our website at 


SASKATOOM, SE S7J 



The ENERGY STARdO ruarh is adirintstfred and promoted in Caaada by natural Resources Canada. LIsed with 
permission. is an official trademark of Natural Resources Canada, Used with permiision 
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2008 Nissan 


2008 Nissan 3 


QAKWOOD NISSAN 

W>W QJlICWtKWiitllijN COli 

635 Brand Cotjrt in Saskatoon Auto Mall 

664.3333 
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Time for a 
Change 

Downtown Regeneration 
is a Positive Direction 

The trend of converting 
former commercial and indus¬ 
trial buildings to upscale resi¬ 
dential dwellings is not uti- 
c 01)1111 on to many Caiiadbiis 
who live in large cities* Tlie 
trend started many years ago in 
cities like Toronto, Vancouver 
and Montreal. I low'^ever, there is 
now a finiily established market 
for tills side of dwelling in small 
and medium-sized cities like 
Saskatoon, 

The once-bustling economic 
engine of the city produced 
large, solidly-built factories and 
warehouses made of concrete 
and bricL Once the production 
factories for such things as 
steani powered tractors, are now' 
bei ng ] )urd lased and c() nverted, 
at considerable cost, to unique 
urban dw^ellings. Close to 
former rail wds, these build¬ 
ings are also witliin wj-alking dis¬ 
tance to a revitalized urban core 
with ameiulies such as shop¬ 
ping, parks, new- w^aterfront, 
street scajies and restaurants. 

The conversion trend started 
slow'ly in SaskattM>n. The mod¬ 
est conversion of the former 
I landicraft Supply store on 2nd 


Avenue by a local develojier 
pro%^ed that conversion of 
former commercial space was 
viable. It w'as tlie spark needed 
to gel die trend going. Conver¬ 
sion (jf die heritage designatetl 
Fairbanks Morse Warehouse 
from former industrial space 
into 12 residential dwellings and 
cooimercial space on die main 
floor by a local developer in 
2006' w'as tlie firs t fiilhscale co n- 
version of its 

There are now four major 
conversion projects utiderway 
in Saskatoon's downtown - a 
former retail building (The 


Bay), hotel (King George Ho¬ 
tel), factor}^ (Rumely Building) 
and warehouse (T Eaton Ware¬ 
house) are now' in various stages 
of couversioii to residential and 
mixed use. The total investment 
in tliese four converslot^s alone 
is estimated at over $.% niillioti 
dollars. 

The importance of new 
dw'eBings to the healdi of the 
city’s dow'iitow'ii cannot he 
overstated. For exam[)le, a laige 
area of Saskatoon's downtown 
was generating no ecxmomic ac- 
tivity, and several buildings 
faced the possibility of'demoli¬ 


tion. Now, die City estimates at 
least $4(X),0Q0 of new pro|>erty 
taxes w-ili be collected from die 
conversion prtyecis annually. 
Tlie new' residents of diese con¬ 
version pnijects will be a rela¬ 
tively young, j)rt>fessiorial iMipu- 
lation w'itli above-average in¬ 
comes. Tliey will demand more 
services and entertainmeni close 
to home. Tlie new conversion 
prrjjects are also setting some of 
the highest price points ever 
seen in SaskattHUi. Tlie average 
price of a premium dw'elling in 
the newest conversion project is 
expected to be $6*50-000. 
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The City estimates at least $400,000 of new 
property taxes will be collected from the 
conversion projects annually. 


SaskiltOOTIDS downtown is 
characterized as a largearea witli 
a relatively low concentration oF 
dwelling. Add to diis, the nu- 
tiierous surface parking lots 
spread tlmmghoul the core and 
die task ofcreatiriga truly urban 
feel in dcHnitown Saskatoon re¬ 
mains a sigtiificant planning 
challenge. 


Developers are enticed to 
consider new downtown resi- 
deiiiia! projects and conversions 
with significant financial incen¬ 
tives. The Saskatoon City 
Council understatids the time 


consumption, high cost and 
higlier risk asstxriaied with sudi 
prryects, and offers many suh- 
stantial incentives to ensure dicy 
are completed - funded from 
reser\'es which receive revenue 
fnmi parking meters. 

Tliere are many reasons to he 
optimistic that the trend to¬ 
wards dowiiloim living and 
more conversion projects will 
continue. Demographically 
speaking, the large segment of 
retirees expected by 2016 are 
projected to seek a dhrant, cen¬ 
tral location close to amenities, 
and events catering to an active, 
social lifestde. 


For the foreseeable future, 
Saskatoon’s downitow^n will 
continue to change. Successful 
com ersionprojects area signifi- 
cant part of die overall revitali¬ 
zation being witnessed today in 
tliis area. A new' Ri%er Lantling 
waterfront development, new^ 
street scape enliuncement 
pnyects in Riversdale. on 3rd 
Avenue and I9ih Street, and a 
new transit teniiinal are all pub¬ 
lic investments winch will en¬ 
sure die prh ate im^estnient con¬ 
tinues in Saskaioon^s vibrant 
new core, ■ alax wAU Act: 

Alan Wallace f.i the City of 
SaskaUmCs manttf^r of neigh- 
bmirhimiplnmung. Photo aiur- 
tesy City of Saskatoon. 


lone mo.lard 
p 306 373 
r 306 221 

LANA 




Gre«n building for the health and safety of your family and the environment 

Commerdal and residential installations 


Plion«253-46S7or241-2S87 
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Proud, confident 
employees who are active 
in the community* 



Shanns Success 



WIND WATER FIRE 


rpiMirm/ d/t ^ wfth qimiftY 


m 




Law-sell 


for Rcsidsn^tat -A CafjmrarrJsif Bir^Eling Needs 


Lxwittfica ptwMiii Z22.B&3II 


Don’t miss a single issue of 
Saskatoon Home. Subscribe! 
























DISCOVER SHAW SOHO DIGITAL PHONE 


Whelher ^ managa a Small Office or HomB Ottice, Shaw hai the 
perlecl package tor afI yDur Dtismess needs, this affm wani fast 
tcrever, but the ssMlng^ do. Qalt today and receave ^ur first rmurtfi and 
iiTStaiiatlari’ FiEI! 


Thie ^perfect ptan for the light Icrg-distance busnes-s user. 

> VaiDMud^ Cat! Waitirs, Call Disfiay, Call lenrard, MUfiy Calhin. 
tM fIvtunL and Anoiffinoji ard SHKiha Call Btschrni.. 

> Anilimi cifline at H ilttai Candda, m d,l 

and te M cwtfies ■ Itie IfX Imtt. Jliis PMftic, 



and SotfttiMfica. 




Accass l» Sftaw (fitmaiipnBl Dmi - cw^tlttve rates alt 
araund taw wtrtt. 

This ptan ts great for hea^y long-dtstarce bus^tness asefs. 

> VDiCHud, Call Itainiis, Call Display. Call fwwam, 3-Wai Calhiqt. 
CM ftetum. and AnDPimDJS ard SfMctrra Call SJachinit. 

> Anftima catling at 4$ par ■mIb iHiH Canada, tfte U.! 
and t« II CMitries ■ the IIX iMUft. JLsia Pwtic, 
and SaaniMfica. 

> AcceiitttSkawIntiaii^ianal hmt-cwpetrtMa rates all 
around UK sMrtl 

Also included: 

1DQQ miruftes per fUGfii* ef lane-dlsianca callme vM Canada 
and im y.S. 

> Ott Distinctive Immer- 


I n addilion to business solutions, Shaw offm a whole 
ranee of enterta*riment pfoducts and services 
Visit SH^W-CA todav to lesam mare. 

Par latcriviattoit on adilltioiial Ihm business products 
ajid to booh your Installation CALI 




mtf p4w.i n iif»r ■cTw- in* pbAkh wt ww« w n Ip thpi-cJ Im\w* w «hi th* ki h »ip^iw fc« i« h 

ifeK ''Zntam Rr^ifi ■; bi SIh Itfil Iftil^vpivliiEinttM liwl Adifiiil i«-rtci itn tMrp iid Inn 

^ fiCiti Kt 115 IPW W “CtWlPfiS f pi Ml Iwhl^ m •* IlKPrt Ifcfr 

*nl 31 lpi »( miciil ncMpfinri Itm Fvrtli t: litnMlilvilBbr. I^nai n-mli ta . mtnriviiprU&^ rall pca¥|^ km 
01 rpiicfniui i^^pnipiirfw PitcmrfciP Mvi 


